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Charles Wesley

Phyllis Lentz
i

Legacy of flexibility
and perseverance
marks Lentz retirement
"Good afternoon...Evangel Press, Christian Light Bookstores...." If you've ever telephoned the Brethren in Christ
publishing house in Nappanee, Indiana, a gentle, courteous
voice often has greeted you. It belongs to Phyllis Lentz,
who retired in June after 33 years of service, taking with
her a wealth of experience and vast knowledge of Christian
publishing.
We talked with Phyllis a few days before completion of
her duties, and asked her what it was like to have worked
for the Brethren in Christ Church for a third of a century.
She spoke with intense caring about her job, which began
in 1947 upon graduation from high school. Her first stint at
the then "E.V. Publishing House" lasted until late 1950.
She describes her duties primarily as typing correspondence from cylinder dictaphone for Jesse Hoover, and articles for the Evangelical Visitor, Sunday School Herald,
and Sunbeam magazines. She also updated the Visitor
mailing list for the Addressograph system, and served in
the retail division (located then in the press building on
Elm Street) as a salesperson.

plished the detailed compilation process for Hymns for
Praise and Worship. She worked with efficiency at myriads
of other tasks, among them processing imprinted bulletin
and envelope orders, and servicing customers of Sunday
school curriculum. "I have enjoyed watching the conception, writing, and printing of the new Jubilee curriculum,"
she adds.
Essentially, after 33 years, Phyllis probably knows more
about the changing history of the Brethren in Christ publishing endeavor than anyone in Nappanee. "It has been
exciting to watch the improvement in our printing operation," she reflects, "from letter press and hot metal linotype...to offset presses...to desk top publishing. Personally, I
have moved from a regular to an electric typewriter, then
on to computers. I suppose my biggest technological challenge was going to a computerized Visitor subscription data
entry and mailing label system. But it has been fun, and
with the help of many coworkers and many petitions to
God, I was able to master the programs I needed to do my
work."

Phyllis left her job to marry James Lentz, who would
When asked what motivated her to persist throughout
eventually become beloved band director in the Nappaneeyears of challenge and change, she simply said, "Because I
Wakarusa schools. They had two sons, Jeff and Terry. By
wanted to. I felt this was where the Lord wanted me, and
the time the boys were school age
that God had prepared me for
(1964), the Lentzes were back in
the responsibilities which
Nappanee and Phyllis had
would come my way." Nothing
returned to work at the publishing
"Special People" profiles a
was too daunting because of
w i d e variety of Brethren in
house. But her job had changed.
her underlying dedication to the
Christ m e m b e r s of all a g e s and
She worked mainly in the newlyministry of God's Word
from all walks of life.
established wholesale department,
through the printed page.
shipping and invoicing orders.
You are invited to submit a
She had seen this commitEventually, in the mid-1980s,
she took over the circulation
department of the Visitor.
Unknown to most, she accom-

short article about s o m e "Special Person" y o u w o u l d like to
introduce to Visitor readers.
Articles should be typewritten,
preferably 3 0 0 - 4 0 0 words, and
m u s t have the approval of the
p e r s o n b e i n g profiled. If your
article is accepted for publication, w e will contact y o u to
secure a p h o t o for publication
(which will be returned).
Mail your article to

Evangelical

Visitor, P.O. B o x

166, Nappanee, IN 4 6 5 5 0 .

ment modeled in the older
workers—Loddie Weaver, Fern
Longanecker, Frieda Clouse,
Viola Olinger, Archie Fike, Roy
Bollman, Don Freed, LeRoy
and Inez Helmuth, Wilma
Hochstetler, and many others.
These were not the high-ranking editors, publishers, and
printing managers. Rather, they
were the machine operators,
proofreaders, and other
employees whose devotion to
continued on page 17
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HE CHURCH i s r e a l l y i t s o w n

The
affections
of a

by Glenn A. Robitaille

Unless our capacity to love is stretched by
being challenged to love those we find
more difficult to love, we will not develop a
generous, Christ-like love, and mature into
the kinds of people God wants us to be.
4

worst enemy. On the whole,
far f e w e r have been destroyed
by antagonists than have been
devoured f r o m the inside. The
dreaded "flesh-eating virus" recently in the n e w s has been alive in the
church for centuries.
T h e heart of the problem is
addressed by Paul in R o m a n s 12 to
15 where he identifies what is absolutely essential in interpreting the
meaning of the gospel, and how to
apply it within the context of a
growing community.
According to Paul, the law (and I
would think all of what he
in these f o u r chapters)
be s u m m e d up in one
succinct statement: "Love
your neighbor as yours e l f ' (Romans
13:9).

A s Brethren
in Christ, this
"golden rule"
is cardinal to
our understanding of
what it is to be
Christian. For
us, there can be n o
separation between
what we believe about
Christ and h o w we actually live. We believe that
when push c o m e s to shove, it
is more important to be shoved
than to give in to the p o w e r s of
hate that cause differences to be
inflated into hostilities.
Originally, the question of
participation in w a r was peripheral in this discussion. The
point of what we have coined
the Doctrine of Non-resistance
was that our neighbor was to be
loved; and in loving him, no harm
was to be done. This concept was so
well understood that when Augustine developed his theory of the
"just war," one of his criteria was
that it had to be motivated by love.
For most of the history of the
church, Christianity has been so
embroiled in politics that any simple
response to this injunction has been
nearly impossible. F e w denominaEvangelical
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tions even try. Nevertheless, some
have determined that the original
ideals are worth risking persecution
to uphold. T h e Brethren in Christ
h a v e been such p e o p l e — n o t because
it's easy, or completely "air tight"
philosophically, but b e c a u s e Scripture so clearly a f f i r m s it.
But what d o w e really accept
w h e n w e e m b r a c e this ideal of love
as the f u l f i l l m e n t of the l a w ? Oddly
e n o u g h , the application m a d e
throughout R o m a n s 14 has little to
do with politics and war; rather it
f o c u s e s on relationships between
Christians and other Christians.
At the time R o m a n s 14 w a s written, Jewish Christians had very strict
consciences a r o u n d diet, and saw
certain holy d a y s as important. G e n tile Christians ignored m u c h of that,
and in fact integrated a lot of their
o w n cultural celebrations into their
practice of Christianity. A s you
w o u l d expect, these differences
s p a w n e d a lot of " m u d slinging" and
labeling, and b e f o r e long, the true
Christians w e r e those w h o happened
to share your point of view on these
cultural questions. Paul attacks this
mentality in R o m a n s 14:4 saying,
" W h o are you to j u d g e s o m e o n e
else's s e r v a n t ? " and urges all to
" m a k e every effort to d o what leads
to peace and mutual edification" and
"not destroy the w o r k of G o d " over
d i f f e r e n c e s in taste. But as we all
h a v e repeatedly seen, that's an a w f u l
lot easier said than done!
A s w e m o v e into chapter 15,
Paul gives us a thumbnail sketch of
h o w we might do that, s u m m a r i z e d
by verse 7 w h e r e he says, " A c c e p t
one another, then, just as Christ has
accepted you, in order to bring
praise to G o d . "
D i f f e r e n c e s , difficulties, and
g r o w t h issues notwithstanding, we
are to accept one another as Christ
accepted us. W e cannot always
c h o o s e w h e t h e r or not w e like peop l e ' s choices or personalities, but we
can c h o o s e to accept t h e m and to
support o n e another in our mutual
participation in the body. Conflicts
are going to occur, and it is often in
such circumstances that spiritual
maturity is revealed. Conflict
July 1995

d o e s n ' t require hostility for the sake
of emphasis. R o m a n s 15:1 says "We
w h o are strong ought to bear with
the failings of the w e a k . " Meekness
in this sense is not weakness.
Along with suggesting patience,
this also indicates something a little
more radical. Captured in this
phrase is the
redemption
image that so
f o r m e d Christ's
life—the idea
of taking
a n o t h e r ' s failings u p o n ourselves. W h e n
Jesus went to
the cross, he
bore our sins
upon himself.
Before w e
loved him at
all, he d e m o n strated his love
for us by dying

and the encouragement of the Scriptures we might have h o p e . "
G o d ' s purpose in giving us his
Word, his Son, and each other was
for our encouragement; and the
strong church is good at doing it.
It does so because, above all else,
it seeks the glory of God. Verse 5
captures the tone
of all four chapters when it
says, " M a y the
God w h o gives
endurance and
encouragement
give you a spirit
of unity a m o n g
yourselves as
you follow Jesus
Christ, so that
with one heart
and m o u t h you
m a y glorify the
G o d and Father
of our Lord
Jesus Christ."

for us. Scripture affirms all of these
things, and offers them to us as an
image for being the church.

In the strong church, individual
achievements are secondary to the
greater good.
In the strong church, the glory of
God completely o v e r s h a d o w s any
individual glory.
In the strong church, the m e m bers care passionately that w h o they
are and what they are doing isn't
running "rough s h o d " over anyone
else. They care more about these
things than any individual glory, or
whether or not their particular taste
is reflected in everything that happens.

Encouragement is
the key to the
church; criticism is
the death of it—
and every church
offers both
possibilities in
abundance.

Unless our capacity to love is
stretched by being challenged to
love those we find more difficult to
love, we will not develop a generous, Christ-like love, and mature
into the kinds of people God wants
us to be.
T h e onus is on those w h o pres u m e to be strong to bear with the
failings of the weak; but doing so is
j u s t a beginning point. The ongoing
process is highlighted in verse 2
where we are told, "Each of us
should please his neighbor for his
good, to build him up."
E n c o u r a g e m e n t is the key to the
church; criticism is the death of i t —
and every church offers both possibilities in abundance. T h e r e ' s
e n o u g h imperfection in everything
and everyone that if we want to
complain, w e ' l l have no problem
finding a problem to j u s t i f y it. But
just as easily, we could encourage
one another.
H o w important is this? Paul says
in verse 4, "For everything that was
written in the past was written to
teach us, so that through endurance

As you can imagine, such churches d o n ' t just happen. Everything
weak in h u m a n nature is against it.
It happens where G o d ' s people are
determined to m a k e it h a p p e n where they are committed enough to
one another to accept one another,
build one another up, and if necessary, to take it on the chin to keep it
that way.

Glenn Robitaille pastors the Ashland,
Ohio, Brethren in Christ Church.
5

CULTURE
Mere Clout
than

CHRIST?

by Anthony T. Evans

W

hy do you c o m b your hair the
w a y you d o ? H o w did you
h a p p e n to c h o o s e the style of clothing you w e a r ? W h a t music d o you
listen to? M o s t of us d o n ' t m a k e
these decisions c o n s c i o u s l y — w e ' r e
attracted to a particular style simply
because w e like it. O u r culture has
influenced our choice.
But what if this affects more
important decisions? D o we c h o o s e
our church in the s a m e m a n n e r ?
Unfortunately, m a n y of the same
cultural n o r m s and standards we
g r e w up with dictate h o w and with
w h o m we share the m e s s a g e of
Christ.
W i t h very f e w exceptions, the
Christian church in North A m e r i c a
has failed to c o m m u n i c a t e the G o o d
N e w s of Jesus Christ across cultural
boundaries. This tragic fact is most
evident in the division between the
6

The only way to
cross cultural
boundaries is
to decide to do
so—not to wait
until the other
side invites you.
A f r i c a n - A m e r i c a n church and the
white church, keeping 11:00 a.m.
Sunday the most segregated hour in
America. W h y d o we allow cultural
differences to govern our outreach?
O u r identification with Christ
automatically brings us into conflict
with accepted cultural values. This
conflict increases as the values of
our society erode. This places
d e m a n d s on our ability to find c o m m o n g r o u n d — but c o m m o n ground
must be found.
Jesus' encounter with the Samaritan w o m a n has much to teach about

reaching beyond our own culture. T h e animosity between
the Jews and the Samaritans
was ancient. Nevertheless,
Jesus chose to g o through
Samaria, even though it
meant a longer journey. In
Samaria, he stopped at
J a c o b ' s well. Although the
Jews and Samaritans were
very different, they agreed on
one point T h e y both loved
Jacob. Jacob was c o m m o n
ground.
W h e n Jesus asked the
Samaritan w o m a n for a drink
of water, she was d u m b f o u n d e d . She
even took pains to tell Jesus that
J e w s d o n ' t associate with Samaritans. Asking for a drink broadened
the c o m m o n ground between the
two cultures. By the well that represented the c o m m o n a l i t y of their t w o
cultures, Jesus offered her real
water. And he chose to make the
encounter a family a f f a i r — h e
offered it to her husband as well.
W h e n the issue of worship c a m e
up, Jesus d i d n ' t let the Samaritan
w o m a n get away with appealing to
her upbringing to j u s t i f y faulty docEvangelical
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trine and practice. W h e n she m a d e
G o d subservient to what her forbearers had taught her about worship, Jesus Christ told her that her
religious training w a s out of place.

W

h e n m y culture or yours
c o m e s into conflict with what
G o d has said in his Word, the culture is w r o n g and m u s t b e rejected.
F o r e x a m p l e , s o m e congregations
m a k e it difficult f o r certain people
to c o m e in b e c a u s e of the color of
their skin or e c o n o m i c status. " A f t e r
all," they say, "that's not the w a y I
w a s raised." Jesus does not ask
whites to b e c o m e blacks, blacks to
b e c o m e whites, or any other c h a n g e
in culture or nationality. H e simply
d e m a n d s that culture is never to
interfere with expressing the G o o d
N e w s in a caring manner.
M y seminary students o f t e n ask
m e this question: Should I accept
the pastorate of a church that does
not accept A f r i c a n A m e r i c a n s w h o
are spiritually qualified to j o i n ? I
usually like to turn that question

around. Should you accept a church
that w o u l d n ' t accept white people
w h o are spiritually qualified? In
other words, G o d has already
answered that question. Our cultures
must always be controlled by our
c o m m i t m e n t to Christ. O n c e you
c o m e to Jesus Christ, you belong to
a higher order than the temporary
order that culture affords you.
Everything is to be brought into
c o n f o r m i t y to this n e w life in Jesus
Christ.

football g a m e — s o m e t h i n g we have
a mutual interest in. During the
g a m e it was easy to talk about those
pro-football players w h o had c o m mitted their lives to Christ. That
m e a n s of sharing the gospel paved
the way f o r a later profession of
faith.

Jesus' encounter with the Samaritans had life-changing consequences, because of his willingness
to do what G o d required of him.

You and I are to be involved in
cross-cultural evangelism, not
because it is convenient, not because
it is preferable, but because it is
c o m m a n d e d . T h e only way to reach
all nations is to cross nationalistic
boundaries and the only w a y to
cross cultural boundaries is to
decide to do s o — n o t to wait until
the other side invites you.

Cross-cultural evangelism is neither convenient nor easy. You have
to be willing to set aside your
thoughts, preferences, and perhaps
even your friends. But the reward is
well worth the sacrifice and effort.
H o w then, does one start?
Again and again, I find it most
helpful to follow Christ's e x a m p l e
and seek c o m m o n ground. I recently
took a non-Christian friend to a pro-

Faithfulness
or
success?
by John B. Hawbaker

July 1995

Stephen, f r o m U g a n d a , is the son of a
Christian martyr. I had the privilege of
meeting Stephen f a c e to face.
In April, on Easter
weekend, m y w i f e
and I flew to Idaho to
spend two days with
our daughter Melanie
and to hear t w o concerts by the A f r i c a n Children's Choir, f o r
which M e l a n i e is the tour leader. W h e n I
m e t the choir staff, I met Stephen.
Stephen grew u p in U g a n d a during the
years of terror under the dictatorship of
President Idi A m i n . O n one occasion
w h e n S t e p h e n ' s father was attending
church service, armed fighters surrounded
the church and opened fire. T h e bullets
broke the w i n d o w s and d a m a g e d furniture. T h e people inside the church fell to
the floor.

Part of that c o m m o n ground
should also be a genuine concern f o r
people as well as their souls. Out of
that concern the Holy Spirit can
facilitate cross-cultural bridges.

Dr. Anthony T. Evans is the author of
Stretching Your Reach, a book on crosscultural evangelism. Article courtesy of D.
C. Cook Publishing Co.

Stephen's father, a musician in the worship team, took his trumpet and blew a
blast as long and loud as he could. The
fighters outside, evidently fearing there
w e r e soldiers in the church building, fled.
N o one in the church was hurt, and the
believers praised G o d f o r his protection.
Later, in another incident, S t e p h e n ' s
father was killed for his Christian faith.
Stephen was 12 at the time. N o w he is 22,
a radiant Christian and co-director of the
African Children's Choir.
W h e n the children give their concert,
they sing a song based on the Psalms:
The name of the Lord
is a strong tower;
the righteous run into it,
and they are safe.
I wonder what the children think w h e n
they sing those words. Several, like
continued on the next page
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Stephen, are orphans because their
parents were killed for their faith.
Their parents trusted in G o d as their
strong tower, and they were not kept
safe f r o m an early death.
W h o can explain G o d ' s ways
fully? Sometimes G o d shows himself by protecting his people f r o m
physical harm; sometimes he shows
himself by giving grace so that his
people stand strong while enduring
great suffering or death.
Because he is God, he chooses
and assigns as he sees fit. Because
he is God, we submit to his higher
wisdom in all things. We worship
God in mystery.
These reflections on the way God
works have implications for the
work of our local churches. W h o
can explain why some churches see
many conversions and much new
growth, and others experience a
series of frustrating setbacks?
S o m e o n e might say, "Well, the
churches without conversions are
simply not doing the right things."
Unfortunately, such an explanation

does seem to apply in some cases.
Some pastors and churches are not
actively practicing evangelism and
discipleship and are not doing the
kinds of things that will relate to
unchurched people. If you are not
planting, watering and cultivating,
you cannot expect to reap a harvest.
But such an explanation will not
neatly cover all situations. Abraham
and many other Old Testament persons died without seeing the fulfillment of the promises they relied
upon. The fulfillment came later. J.
Hudson Taylor spent his life working for Christ in China and saw relatively few conversions. But today
millions of Chinese are believers—
fruit from the work that looked so
unproductive for so long.

see the results of their faithfulness in
their own lifetime."
We do well to examine carefully
our ideas about success. Was
Stephen's father in Uganda "successful" when he blew the trumpet
and a whole churchful of Christians
was spared from death, and not
"successful" later when he was
killed? In all situations we must let
God be God and worship him in
mystery.

So we have two concepts: faithfulness and success. The issue, as I
see it, is not to ask, "Which one of
these is right?" because at various
times either may be the "right" word
from God for a given church. And
the two themes are not mutually
exclusive.
We live in an outcome-conscious
In the vision statement proposed
Western church where people
for our churches, we "see" the
assume a philosophy that says, "If
desired outcome that every congreyou do the right things, you will see
gation is to be a growing, discipling
results now." But when we turn to
and sending congregation. Is your
the Word of God, we often see
church like that? If not, what steps
another message that says, "Those
can you take to become that?
who serve God faithfully often don't
The issue becomes very personal.
What is God saying to
you? What is God saying to your church?
Is God commending
wmmrnrn®
you for your faithfulness and saying, " D o n ' t
In a fall issue of the Visitor we are planning to
worry. You are doing
focus on the pastoral ministry in the Brethren in Ig&f
the right things. Let the
Christ Church.
results up to me"? Or is
God saying, "Face realiYou are invited to share your comments
on
ty. Change your ways.
any or all of the following
topics (or related
You are not giving outw
issues you wish to
identify):
reach and evangelism
the priority that I expect
How has your pastor touched your life?
of you"?
How could congregations be more affirming and supportive
Let us listen carefully
of pastors?
to the voice of God.
W h a t w o r d s of advice would you give to pastors seeking to
m
be more effective in their ministry?
W h a t areas of concern do you have as you think about the
pastoral ministry across the Brethren in Christ Church?

i
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All s u b m i s s i o n s must be signed, although n a m e s may be withheld
in s o m e circumstances. Mail your letter (preferably typed) by
August 30 to:
"Pastoral Ministry Round Table"
Evangelical
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P.O. Box 166
Nappanee, IN 4 6 5 5 0
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John Hawbaker is bishop
of the Allegheny and Susquehanna Conferences. This article first appeared in his MayJune conference
newsletters.
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Promise Keepers:
"A movement on the move"

by Henry A. Ginder
M o s t of us h a v e read or heard of
Promise Keepers. I learned of a conv e n t i o n in W a s h i n g t o n , D . C . ,
c h e c k e d m y schedule, and saw that
I could attend. Barry Musser, of our
Mechanicsburg church, arranged for
m e to travel w i t h a b o u t 36 o t h e r
m e n f r o m that one congregation.
A s a f o r m e r Director of E v a n g e l i s m f o r t h e B r e t h r e n in C h r i s t
church, I ' v e attended a n u m b e r of
international congresses on evangelism. 1 can report that this was the
most deepening, moving experience
of my life as f a r as conventions and
m o v e m e n t s are c o n c e r n e d .
Promise Keepers was founded by
Bill M c C a r t n e y , a C o l o r a d o State
football coach w h o was a Christian
but was so totally engrossed in his
profession that he neglected his wife
and children. He b e c a m e convicted
about his priorities and c o m m i t t e d
h i m s e l f to integrity. In 1970, Bill
and a friend, while driving in a car,
c o m m i t t e d themselves to try to help
m e n to m o v e to integrity. In 1991,
4 , 2 0 0 m e n m e t together. In 1992,
22,000. In 1993, 50,000. In 1994,
280,000. In 1995, over 500,000 men
are e x p e c t e d to m e e t in P r o m i s e
Keepers c o n f e r e n c e s .
H e r e are the seven p r o m i s e s of
P r o m i s e Keepers:
1. A P r o m i s e K e e p e r is c o m m i t ted to honoring Jesus Christ through
worship, prayer, and o b e d i e n c e to
G o d ' s W o r d , in the p o w e r of the
H o l y Spirit.
2. A P r o m i s e K e e p e r is c o m m i t ted to p u r s u i n g vital relationships
with a f e w other men, understanding that he needs brothers to help
h i m k e e p his promises.
3. A P r o m i s e K e e p e r is c o m m i t ted to p r a c t i c i n g spiritual, m o r a l ,
ethical, and sexual purity.
4. A P r o m i s e K e e p e r is c o m m i t -
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ted to building strong marriages and
f a m i l i e s t h r o u g h love, p r o t e c t i o n
and biblical values.
5. A Promise Keeper is committed to supporting the mission of the
church by honoring and praying f o r
his pastor and by actively giving his
time and resources.
6. A Promise Keeper is committed to reaching b e y o n d any racial
and d e n o m i n a t i o n a l barriers to
d e m o n s t r a t e the p o w e r of biblical
unity.
7. A Promise Keeper is committed to influencing his world, being
o b e d i e n t to the
Great Commandment (see Mark
12:30-31) and the
Great Commission
(see
Matthew
28:19-20).

every m a n to take off both shoes.
He said, "Shoes carry the residue of
everywhere we have been. They
represent dirt." H e then called on all
of u s to get on o u r k n e e s . I will
never forget how I felt to b e a part of
52,000 m e n on our knees as he led
us in prayer.
Another great m o m e n t for me
was during the last s e m i n a r w h e n
all the ministers present were called
to the front. There must h a v e been
2 , 0 0 0 or m o r e . I stood beside the
associate pastor of the M e c h a n i c s burg church, David Barnett, and w e
prayed together. The president,
R a n d y Phillips, asked the audience
to raise their hands toward the ministers as he prayed. He then asked all
the ministers to turn and raise their
hands in blessing over this c r o w d of
men. And for the final prayer of the
convention, he asked each of us to
turn and f a c e the
nearest exit and
raise our hands in
blessing
over
Washington, D.C.,
and our world.

At least several
hundred Brethren
in Christ men
were there. This
will move us
toward revival

Just to b e with
our men
from
Mechanicsburg for
a two-day spiritual experience was
g o o d . To m e e t
with 52,000 men
in the R F K stadium was some experience. The theme of the conference
was "Raise the Standard." The singing w a s tremendous and the special
numbers impressive. Eight great
sermons were preached by men like
E. V. Hill, Luis Palau, Howard Hendricks, and Jack Hayford. On Friday
night, in a good old-fashioned invitation to c o n v e r s i o n and c o m m i t ment, m a n y hundreds of m e n went
forward.

Saturday morning Jack H a y f o r d
preached on " B e c o m i n g a m a n of
w o r s h i p a n d p r a y e r . " O n e of the
greatest m o m e n t s for m e was when,
a f t e r p r e a c h i n g of M o s e s and the
burning bush, he said, "We are n o w
standing on holy ground." H e asked

At least several
h u n d r e d Brethren
in Christ men were
there. This will
m o v e us toward
revival. All men
were urged to loyalty to t h e i r p a s tors, their church, and especially to
their families.
P r o m i s e K e e p e r s is p l a n n i n g a
National Clergy C o n f e r e n c e in Atlanta, Georgia, on Feb. 13-15, 1996.
T h e goal is "to help re-ignite clergy
with hope and courage in their call,
so that they will lead their people
into the revival w h i c h w e b e l i e v e
G o d is bringing to his church."
I h o p e to attend.

Henry A. Ginder served the Brethren in
Christ Church for many years as bishop. He
and his wife Martha now live at Messiah
Village, Mechanicsburg, Pa.
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Frances Harmon and Alvin Burkholder are interviewed
by Graybill Brubaker. Photo by Sonja S. Stump.

AN INTERVIEW

• 5 For
Christ
and the
Church
At a reception in the Upland
Church on April 23, the Brethren in
Christ Historical Society
released
For Christ and the Church, a biography of Alvin C. Burkholder
written
by Frances L. Harmon. A. Graybill
Brubaker, pastor of the Upland congregation, later inten'iewed
the
author and the biographee on the
writing and contents of the book. The
following dialogue contains the
major part of the interview.

Brubaker: Where did the idea of
writing the book
originate?
Burkholder: Morris Sider initiated
the idea. His plan was to develop the
biography as an article for Brethren
in Christ History and Life, the journal of the Brethren in Christ Historical Society. Eventually the project
grew into a book rather than an article.
Harmon: The first I knew about
the project was when Morris wrote to
m e to ask if someone in my family
would write the biography. I hesitated to volunteer because my husband
Wendell has always been the writer
in our family. But when he didn't
want to pick it up, I agreed to do the
work.
Frances,
10

isn't it true that you

have

known Alvin Burkholder
time?

for a long

Harmon: Yes. He was here at
Upland as a leader in the church and
at Beulah College when I came to the
college from Saskatchewan in 1938.
Other than for a f e w years with Wendell in CPS camp in Utah, I have
lived here in Upland in the same
town in which Alvin has always
lived.
Burkholder: I was Frances's pastor for several years. My wife Vera
and I had the privilege of taking her
to Mexico to renew her visa so she
could obtain permanent resident status in the United States. We really
got acquainted on that trip. I have
always found her to be a very outgoing, cheerful person who loved the
Lord and w h o greatly affected people
by her personality.
Frances, describe
the book.

how you

wrote

Harmon: I had many interviews
with Alvin, which I recorded on tape.
Also Morris sent me much material
from the archives (70 pounds altogether)—minutes of board meetings
and the like. Because I don't type, I
didn't use a computer, so I wrote
everything in longhand. I took notes
on 3x5 cards and organized them by
subject as I obtained information
f r o m Alvin and the archival material.

Also I solicited and received information from many people. I soon
found that Alvin had been in so
many activities that it was difficult at
first to get a good perspective. So I
decided to write as if I was interpreting him to my friends w h o are not
members of the church. That helped
considerably.
Alvin, you have said that you can't
think of anyone you would rather
have write your biography
than
Frances. How would you describe
the interaction between you and the
author as she worked on the project?
Burkholder: I enjoyed working
with Frances. For weeks we met
every Wednesday morning from 9
a.m. to noon. We discussed everything! That process would open up
other areas that I had forgotten about.
In fact, since the book has been published, I have thought of other things
that could have been included!
Frances, as author you must have
had difficult moments in writing the
book.
Harmon: Schedules for writing
didn't often work out well, in part
because of family life. Grandchildren
would visit us, and we would help
our children care for them. Also
while I was working on the book, my
Evangelical
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sister died, and for one year our son
Steve battled cancer. For one year I
went back and forth between
Upland and Princeton working with
Carnegie Foundation for the
A d v a n c e m e n t of Teaching. So altogether it was difficult to find uninterrupted time to do the research and
writing.
What is there in the book,
Frances,
that you especially want people to
read?
Harmon: I ' d like people to read
how the Lord can transform a life
and m a k e a difference in everyday
living. I ' d like them to read how
Alvin used his creative abilities in
the work of the Lord. He could have
gone into business administration.
Instead, he worked for the church.
A n d I ' d like them (including pastors) to read h o w Alvin handled
problems in the c h u r c h — h o w he
directed things so that people
answered many of their own problems. I hope they will see his h u m o r
and catch the close relationship that
he had with his wife Vera. In the last
several years of her life, she and I
talked together on the telephone
almost every day , and in our conversations I would pick up indications of h o w m u c h Vera and Alvin
meant to each other.
Alvin, I'll ask you the same question. What is there in this book that
you especially want people to read
or know about you?
Burkholder: I ' d like people in the
church to see the power of God at
work, even in the transitions and
changes that took place over the
years in our church. I ' d like m y personal experiences and relationship
with the Lord to lead readers to consider their o w n relationship to Jesus
Christ. I ' d like the accounts of m y
experiences in administrative work
to help people now in church leadership to think about ways in which
problems can be solved. Several
people w h o have already read the
book have told m e that the book has
been helpful to them in this respect.
A pastor's wife wrote f r o m Pennsylvania, "I think every minister in our
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denomination should read [the
book], especially our newer,
younger ones. Your style of administration was so effective. They
don't seem to learn that in seminaries."
Alvin, I understand that you have
chosen a special plan for the use of
the money obtained from sales of
the book.
Burkholder: Shortly before the
book was completed and just before
her death, Vera and I discussed the
book in relation to our estate planning. We decided that we would
underwrite the cost of publishing the
book f r o m our estate, thus making
one of our contributions while still
living. So the book was published at
no cost to the Historical Society. All
income f r o m sales of the book are
divided equally between the Historical Society and the Brethren in
Christ Board for World Missions.
Already I have received word f r o m
the Board for World Missions that

\
\

*

f r \
h
*

they were sent nearly $900 f r o m
sales of the book made at the reception on April 23. This summer I
shall be attending three camp meetings—Roxbury, Memorial Holiness,
and Niagara—to assist the Historical
Society in the promotion of the
book, again without cost to the Historical Society.
_

For Christ and the Church may
be obtained by sending $9.00
(covers postage, tax, and handling) to one of the following
places:
Brethren in Christ Historical
Society
The Archives
Messiah College
Grantham, PA 17027
L o n g ' s Christian Bookstore
Sunrise Center
8643 Baseline Road
Rancho Cucamonga, C A 91730

Scholarship
Young Church
Musician

Sponsored by Congregational Life Ministries
through its Music Trust Fund
These scholarships of $200 are to be used for private music lessons.
Eligibility:
1. Applicant must be a member or regular attender of a Brethren in Christ
congregation.
2. Applicant's age must be 14 to 19 as of September 1, 1995.
3. Applicant must be presently studying music, and must be participating
in some way in the music program of the local congregation.
4. Applicant must exhibit potential for assuming responsibilities in the
area of church music.
5. Recommendation by the pastor or a church musician must accompany
the application.
Application deadline: August 31, 1995. Plans are for the recipients to
be notified by September 30. For a scholarship application, contact:
Congregational Life Ministries
P.O. Box 69
West Milton, O H 45383
(513) 698-6284
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Partnership in mission
Fording rivers or cautiously negotiating a make-shift "barge" cut deep bites
into a long afternoon. Only a jeep with
four-wheel drive enabled us to navigate
the sandy, deeply-rutted "roads." These
roads, at times little more than oxcart
trails, and villages were crowded with
people, their wares, animals, oxcarts, and
drying jute. All these obstacles were
cause for great vigilance and slowness of
pace, even where road conditions allowed
a faster speed. It was small wonder that
we averaged less than ten miles an hour.
What a fascinating and unbelievable journey that dragged from early afternoon
into the darkness of evening—six hours
to travel a mere fifty miles from Barjora
to Banmankhi!
As the jeep came to a stop before the
doors of what was to be "home" for most
of our time in India, we had three immediate reactions: shake off the layers of
dust that had accumulated over those fifty
miles; stretch our badly shaken, weary
and crumpled bodies; and find some light,
for the area was in total darkness.
The occasion for this first experience
at Banmankhi was to "partner" with the
church in a time of celebration during the
Christmas season. Our presence and the
use of a jeep would support nationals in a
six-day evangelistic tour. For the next
week, as we drove from village to village, we packed the jeep and trailer with
up to twenty-five people. Fascination
with the motorcade, the singing, clapping
of hands, and the musical instruments
attracted a crowd within minutes. Then
leaders like Benjamin or Patras would
seize the opportunity to preach Jesus
Christ.
12

It was tempting to ask ourselves,
"Why are we here? To chauffeur? To
partner? Or to direct?"
It soon became joyfully apparent that
the church no longer depended on the
"white man" to preach the gospel. We
were witnessing first-hand how much
more effectively nationals could communicate with their own people than could
those from another culture. Even the
color of our skin or the clothes we wore
communicated more than our words and
detracted from the gospel message. Later
we discovered the church would have
carried on such evangelistic tours without
a missionary presence. The viability of
the evangelistic ministry by the Christmas
outreach teams has been validated by its
continuance for more than two decades
after expatriates left the area.
Why then did we make the effort to
live among those people and become
involved each winter in the evangelistic
tour?
The Apostle Paul used a word which
may aptly describe the relationship of
missionaries and nationals during the last
half of this century—partnership: "I thank
my God every time I remember you.... I
always pray with joy because of your
partnership in the gospel..." (Phil. 1:3-5).
Partnership became the modus operandi of our efforts during the years of transition from mission to church. The key to
transitioning was to be involved as "partners in the gospel." Both expatriates and
nationals tried to be sensitive to how we
could best work together so that the mission could decrease and the church
increase.
We cooperated in various facets of

by Harvey R. Sider

life. Leadership and management were
no longer unilateral. Serious attempts
were made to incorporate expatriates and
nationals in all levels of church/mission
life. How we engaged in one aspect of
partnership became visible in the teaching/preaching "phase-out" days of Brethren in Christ missions in Bihar.
All of our congregations in the Banmankhi-Purnea area were serviced by village leaders. Most of these persons had
little education and, for all practical purposes, were illiterate. This meant that the
few itinerant, licensed clergy rotated
among the numerous villages with the
goal of a real "pastor" (a licensed clergy)
being at every center at least once a
month.
What a joy and privilege it was to
"partner" with national pastors in these
opportunities! Even before I became fully
fluent in Hindi, I took my turn traveling
from village to village as one of the "itinerant" clergy. No distinction was made
between missionary and national as we
contacted the preaching points, led services, and shared communion. Each
month when the rotation list was composed, I was consulted, along with the
other "pastors," about availability and the
village assignment.
Partnering in a village teaching and
preaching ministry was personally enriching. It was a great way to model the principle of "coming alongside" to support
and encourage the itinerant pastors. It
enabled me to work as a full participant in
the life of the church.
Usually our family was a part of these
all-day Sunday experiences. Following
an early morning, often very rough jeep
Evangelical
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ride, we would spend an hour or two
under a tree or on the "porch" of a village
home. This provided a wonderful opportunity to fellowship and interact with the
villagers as well as with the untrained lay
leader of that preaching center.
Worship began after Christians arrived
from the surrounding villages. This seldom occurred before noon and sometimes
as late as mid-afternoon. Time was largely inconsequential, thus partnership
meant flowing with their lifestyle and
worshipping when the body of Christ
could come together.
The services were unpredictable.
Interruptions could occur from both people and animals. Never will I forget the
Muslim priest who requested the privilege of being a part of the Christian audience. He was silent and respectful until I
began to preach the resurrection of Christ.
Immediately he jumped to his feet and
interrupted the service. He challenged
this proclamation, insisting that no dead
person has ever been raised to life. After
the service, as I sat with this Muslim in
the cowshed, I seized the opportunity to
further "unpack" the power of God and
share who Jesus really is.
Following our worship, partnership
continued as we interacted with fellow
believers over a cup of tea or food. These
relaxed and informal occasions were natural in a culture where there is no western
concept of time.
Missionaries partnered with nationals
in leadership training. For years, Banmankhi served as a learning center for
the tribal church. Lay leaders came
together for three days each month to prepare for village leadership responsibilities. A primary focus was to provide ideas
and even sermon outlines which lay leaders could adapt and use in services when
pastors were not available. The three sessions each day, comprised of four "teaching" messages and an evening inspirational rally, involved both nationals and
expatriates. The mutuality of the training
program underscored the practicality and
importance of partnership. Even today,
John and Ethel Sider are involved in a
limited and adapted teaching/partnering
ministry in Bihar.
Why were we there? No, not to chauffeur but to be partners in the proclamation
of the gospel and in the strengthening of
the body of Christ.
Harvey R. Sider is moderator of the Brethren in Christ Church. In this article he reflects
on the years he and his wife Erma served with
Brethren in Christ Missions in India (196274).
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Banmankhi ordinations
by Ethel Sider
A light breeze ruffled the palm trees.
The strains of the minor-key songs of
worship filtered across the mission compound. Solemnly the procession moved
down the aisle, five young men and their
wives, all dressed in white. Men who had
heard the call of God and studied in Bible
schools and seminaries; they had served
as evangelists, church planters, and pastors. Today, the church was acknowledging all of this. Today, they were being
ordained: Deepak and Shakun Shrestha,
Shem Lai and Hannah Hembrom, Raghu
and Saroj Murmu, Vidyanand and Mina
Tudu, Johan and Sona Marandi.
It was a special day. Fourteen years
had passed since the last ordination service. Many had gathered the previous
evening. As loudspeakers broadcast songs
of praises, the men and women mingled
and chatted. Many had come from isolated villages and the fellowship was precious. It was a time to rejoice, and laughter rang out as stories were exchanged.
Samuel Hembrom translated as Jack
McClane, Executive Director of Brethren
in Christ World Missions (right in photo),
challenged these men to be good ministers
of Jesus Christ. Using 1 Timothy 4:6, he
reminded them that God had called them
to (1) evangelize the lost (win them), (2)
edify the church (teach them), (3) equip
the believers (train them), and (4) enjoy
the brethren (love them).
Together, the men took their vows.
Then they knelt, one couple at a time, and
the man of their choice prayed for them.
Later, as the congregation filed by these
chosen couples, many were those who
said, "We'll be praying for you."

The final prayer and benediction
marked the close of a sacred hour, but for
these men it was a beginning of increased
responsibility as servants of God and the
church.
About 275 people enjoyed the goat
curry and rice meal that followed. With
many good-byes the brothers and sisters
dispersed by scooter, by bus, by train, by
rickshaw, or by foot.
It had been a day of encouragement.
For the younger generation (and there
were many youth who do not remember
the days of the missionaries) the whiteskinned visitors from overseas were a
reminder that, yes, the church "over there"
is praying f o r us. Jack and Trudy
McClane, their son George and his wife
Angie, and John and Ethel Sider were
grateful to share in this significant event in
the life of the Indian church.
India is far from North America, but
through your prayers and support of
Brethren in Christ World Missions, you
will share the reward. On that glorious
day when we rise to meet our Lord in the
air, graves will open in India and Nepal
and souls will rise to join all the saints of
every nation and age, those who had died
along with those still living.
You have sent your prayers, your
money, and your sons and daughters. As
you continue, you extend the scope of
your church's ministry—and you please
our Lord.
Since May 1994, Ethel and John Sider have
been serving with the Indian church under
appointment by Brethren in Christ World Mis-
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by Steve and Chris Newcomer

C

OME, let us sing for joy to the Lord;
let us shout aloud to the Rock of
our salvation. Let us come before him
with thanksgiving and extol him with
music and song. For the Lord is the
great God, the great King above all gods
(Psalm 95:1-3).

The weekend of February 17-19 was
truly unforgettable. As I write this, my
thoughts keep turning to the Psalms.
David was certainly one who experienced
the multitude of human emotions. Sometimes he was up; other times he was
down. The one theme which is prevalent
is his incessant faith in his God. I would
like to share with you some passages
from Psalms that seem extremely appro-

priate to the recent events we have just
had.

/

sought the Lord and he

answered

me; he delivered me from all my
fears. Those who look to him are radiant; their faces are never covered with
shame. This poor man cried and the
Lord heard him; he saved him out of all
his troubles. The angel of the Lord encamps around those who fear him, and
he delivers them (Psalm 34:4-7).
The need for water was becoming
acute. The land was dry, the fields were
parched, and people were becoming
despondent. The most common question
in conversation was "What are we going
to do?" As temperatures soared, spirits

UPDATE: Darrell and Anna Winger
After much prayer and reflection, Darrell and Anna Winger have decided to
conclude their service with Brethren in Christ World Missions to accept the pastorate at the Stayner Brethren in Christ church in Ontario, Canada, where they
served prior to their missions assignment.
The Wingers state: "The Lord has been using these past two years of experiences to do much in our lives and to teach us many things about himself and
ourselves. For this we give him thanks and praise. We have walked through some
very difficult moments and experienced some significant joys. This whole process has affirmed in us our gifting/equipping and passion for congregational ministry. What we have learned about the Lord, ourselves, and missions has prompted and directed us in making this type of decision."
As was reported in the May Visitor, the assignment to Mozambique did not
seem appropriate when the Wingers did not receive the cooperation from the
church which they desired. They were then transferred, at their request, to a similar assignment in Malawi—that of providing pastoral training. However, they did
not feel they were "able to commit to a lengthy period of time and to learning the
national language. As a door opened to resume pastoral ministry, our first love
and calling, it seemed wise to make a move now."
Please pray that personnel will be found quickly for Malawi with the necessary qualifications and long-term commitment, as well as a willingness to
learning Chechewa, the national language.
Brethren in Christ World Missions expresses thanks to the Wingers for the
service they have provided and pledges its prayer support in their adjustment
again to pastoral ministry in Canada. They plan to leave Malawi in mid-July,
beginning their new assignment August 13.

fell. The Matopo church committee met
and began to make preparations for special services to pray for rain. It was decided that since such a problem extended
beyond the Brethren in Christ, all the surrounding churches would be invited to
participate. Rev. Stephen Ndlovu provided leadership during these meetings on
Wednesday and Thursday. On Friday, the
rain began to fall. More rain fell (110 mm
= 4") in the next 24 hours than had been
received in the previous three months.
While the rain did not completely fill
them, the water level in dams and wells
rose to such an extent that people could
see a way to continue.

M

F eyes will be on the faithful in the
land, that they may dwell with me;
he whose walk is blameless will minister
to me. No one who practices deceit will
dwell in my house; no one who speaks
falsely will stand in my presence (Psalm
101:6-7).
Saturday morning saw the beginning
of a leaders retreat for Matopo District,
held here at Matopo Mission. The first
item of business was an explanation concerning a recent Executive Board decision to accept the resignation of our overseer. Rev. Stephen Ndlovu has been
requested to assume some of the responsibilities of the overseer until elections
can be held at the General Conference in
August. The mood of the gathering was
very positive and constructive. As ideas
were proposed, reports received, and
plans discussed for the upcoming year, it
became evident that the church is poised
to move forward. The church has shown
a willingness to face problems, make
decisions, and take action. People are
committed to the church and will work to
see it succeed. There are still difficulties
and areas to i m p r o v e , but e v e r y o n e
believes that God is with us and we will
not fail.
YTow lovely is your dwelling place, O
L± Lord Almighty! My soul yearns,
even faints, for the courts of the Lord;
my heart and my flesh cry out for the living God. Even the sparrow has found a
home, and the swallow a nest for herself,
where she may have her young—a place
near your altar, O Lord Almighty, my
King and my God. Blessed are those
who dwell in your house; they are ever
praising you (Psalm 84:1-4).
Sunday was a day that had been anticipated for a long time; the rededication of
Matopo Church. In 1987 plans were
made to enlarge the existing Matopo
church to facilitate ministry to an expand14
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ing student population. Over the course of
the next eight years numerous individuals, three Teen Missions groups of young
people, and two Messiah College crosscultural study groups contributed to the
completion of this project. Two wings
were added to the church, the entire facility was refurbished, and some new furniture and equipment purchased. During
the leaders retreat many comments were
made that the Matopo Church really
l o o k s like the h e a d q u a r t e r s f o r the
Matopo District. Now, everything is in
place to have an even greater impact on
the student body as well as the surrounding c o m m u n i t y and the district as a
whole. In many instances it became obvious that God was in control and that
everything was working to his direction.
We praise God for this observable step
forward and anticipate great things in the
days ahead.

Chronology of the Matopo
C h u r c h Expansion
1. During a B a p t i s m / C o m m u n i o n
weekend in March 1987, it became obvious that there was need for expansion of
the Matopo Church. More than 1,200
adults and students were jammed into the
existing building.
2. Bishop S. N. Ndlovu requested that
a proposal be written to solicit funds to
assist with the enlargement of the church.
3. In response to Bishop Ndlovu's
proposal, $10,600 (US) was given by a
person in the North American Brethren in
Christ Church.
4. On July 11, 1987, the work of enlarging the church began. Two men, nine
women and eleven students worked several weeks to make bricks for the project.
5. In October 1987, Bishop Ndlovu
discuss the possibility of a Teen Missions
group coming to help build the church
with Mr. and Mrs. Doug Peterson. The
Petersons visited Matopo.
6. Plans were interrupted when a number of people were killed on a nearby
farm in November 1987. This act of violence caused considerable reluctance on
the part of Teen Missions youth and their
projected plans to come to Matopo.
7. Teen Missions responded to Bishop
Ndlovu's invitation by sending their first
team of young people in late 1987. A
group of 24 dug footers and begin laying
the stone foundation. This and each Teen
Mission team provided $1,000 (US) for
materials. Mark Sibanda, who is now
July 1995

working with a church in the Hwange
area, was one of the leaders of this team.
8. In January of 1988, a group of 13
Messiah College students came and continued the foundation work. They were
led by Dr. and Mrs. Ben Myers. (Dr.
Myers taught at Matopo for one year in
1981-82.)
9. Roy Newcomer and Sam Kipe,
from Fairview Avenue Brethren in Christ
Church in Waynesboro, Pa., completed
the foundation work. They were assisted
by Deacon D. Ndlovu and the late T.
Moyo of the Matopo church.
10. In December 1988, the second
Teen Missions group arrived to begin
constructing the west wing. The group
included 25 youth and 7 adult leaders.
Knight Ngwabe helped by lending a qualified builder to ensure the work was done
properly.
11. In July 1989, missionary Jake
Shenk came to help set the trusses and put
the roof on the western wing.
12. December 1989, the third Teen
Missions group of 34 came and constructed the entire eastern wing.
13. Fairview Avenue Brethren in
Christ Church in Waynesboro contributed $2,500 (US) toward material.
14. In January 1990, another group of

14 Messiah College students led by Dr.
and Mrs. Myers erected the supporting
pillars on the outside of the church.
15. Cleopas Mpofu of Matopo did the
plastering in October of 1994.
16. During the January 1995 school
holidays, work began on the ceiling.
Keith Ndlovu worked tirelessly to see
that this was completed.
17. A public address system was purchased for $8,000 (Zimbabwe dollars).
18. During January 1995, $22,000 (Z)
was used from "church levy" funds to
purchase 50 new benches.
19. During February, the entire church
was painted.
February 19, 1995, was Rededication
Day. It marked a new beginning. The
physical construction of the building is
complete but the task of the spiritual
growth of the church continues. To build
a building is relatively easy, but building
a strong, sincere, dedicated Christian is
not. Making disciples is most important.
We have the assurance that God is with
us, we are not alone. God is great and he
will do it.

Steve and Chris Newcomer are on the staff
of Matopo Secondary School in Zimbabwe.
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Each year Mennonite Central Committee brings dozens of
international young people to North America for job training
and cultural exposure through the International Visitor
Exchange Program (IVEP). MCC regularly needs sponsors
who can provide six-month internships and hosts who can
offer room, board and companionship to the visitors.
Q n n n c n r c
The 1995/96 "IVEPers" arrive in North America on
j u l y 29 from 27 countries. MCC is still looking for
nG6ClGCi f o r
sponsors who can offer job training/internships in the
.
areas of computers, architecture, electronics, mechanics, youth ministries and other pastoral work. Host
X/IQitrtrC
families are also needed.
Some 2,494 people have participated in the International Visitor Exchange Program since its beginning in 1950.
Participants are chosen by MCC partners, usually churches,
around the world. Many assume leadership positions in their
churches and communities when they return home.
Generally participants experience two living and working
situations, spending six months in one location and six months
in another.
For more information about the International Visitor
Exchange Program, contact your nearest MCC office, or
MCC, P.O. Box 500, Akron. PA 17501, phone (717) 8591151.

oponsors

internationai
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od at work in our world
God's translation
work

Lois Raser—Guadalajara,
Mexico
Beatriz, longtime co-worker and
friend, died the night of February 25. Following an operation for a broken bone
which was found to be cancerous, bleeding occurred in her lungs, and Beatriz'
life ebbed away. She knew us and could
speak to us until the last half-day. About
10:00 p.m., with her hand in mine, she
died.
Two mornings before, I had awakened
very early with a strong feeling that she
was going, and my spirit followed hers to
the gates of heaven. Words came unbidden as I sat alone in the dark living room,
enfolded in divine Presence: "Glad day,
glad day; is it the crowning day?"
So ends a pleasant and fruitful companionship of thirty years. Beatriz made
Mexico feel like home to me, and I—
through you—helped with the moral and
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The Brethren in Christ
Historical Society is sponsoring two tours of the church in
Z i m b a b w e and Zambia as
part of the centennial celebrations of the beginning of
Brethren in Christ overseas
missions. One tour is planned
for June 1997, the other for
August 1998. Tours will likely
be limited to 20 persons for
each tour. More details will be
announced in the future.
Applications for the tours
are now b e i n g a c c e p t e d .
Contact the Brethren in Christ
Historical Society, Messiah
C o l l e g e , G r a n t h a m , PA
17027. Telephone (717) 6916048.
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financial support that freed her best talents.
The funeral was held with simplicity,
appropriate for a woman who rejoiced in
loving, serving and comforting. Her own
teenagers stood by the casket; they and
others told what "Mami" meant to them.
Some of the people present had received
the Lord through her ministry. Dr. Graciela Esparza, who had flown in that
forenoon to visit Beatriz without knowing
of her death, led the service and spoke
appropriately to the group. Then we
placed her body in a hillside cemetery,
near the communities she loved, to await
the resurrection. We are glad that she is at
last free of pain, free of the ruined body
which could no longer serve others.
We are beginning, as the household
grows quieter, to feel the loneliness and
loss of Beatriz' wisdom and caring. But
God is sustaining us and all will be well.
Once again, my deep and sincere thanks
for the tremendous prayer and moral support you have given throughout these
three heart-breaking years of Beatriz' illness.

Mazikhelela
Church

Becky Shenk—Ekuphileni
Institute, Zimbabwe

Bible

Before he passed away last year, Rev.
Jonathan Dlodlo gave some of the students at Ekuphileni Bible Institute an

New ycrk City
V.§. Eeunicn
The New York City Voluntary Service reunion will be
held Sept. 1-3, 1995, at Roxbury Camp, Roxbury, Pa.
If you were not contacted
and w o u l d like a d d i t i o n a l
information, please contact
Charles Sollenberger, 3121
Pleasant View Drive, Manh e i m , PA 1 7 5 4 5 . P h o n e
(717) 653-2886.

assignment: find an area where there is no
church and start one. Ndabezinhle Nyathi
and some others found an area where five
people agreed to come to church services
if they were held nearby. So a preaching
point was e s t a b l i s h e d there at
Mazikhelela. Ndabezinhle, now a thirdyear student at EBI, is still preaching
there every Sunday, and attendance goes
as high as 250!
Don and I recently had the privilege of
visiting this "church" (they meet under a
tree). Don had been asked to preach, and
he asked me to play the keyboard and
sing a special song. The service went
well. It was amazing and wonderful to
know that, even though we were outside
under a tree with donkeys, cattle and dogs
passing by, we were still able to worship
the Lord. We were thankful for the
opportunity to see how God has been
working through the students of EBI. We
look forward to visiting the other six
preaching points currently being led by
students.
The Christians at Mazikhelela are
planning a church building. They already
have permission to use some land near
their present meetingplace. The next step
will be to make the bricks for the walls
and raise the money needed for cement
and door and window frames. Please pray
for these people, that the Lord will provide all their needs.

New building
dedicated
Audry
Eberhard—Tegucigalpa,
Honduras
The weekend of March 3-5, the Brethren in Christ Church in Honduras dedicated to the Lord and to his service its
new headquarters building, erected
through the efforts of many Hondurans
and more than 70 North American workteam members. Six of the North American helpers returned to Honduras to help
celebrate the dedication, and more than
120 Hondurans came f r o m outlying
churches. More than 200 were present
for each of the evening services. Included among the guests were Phil Keefer,
associate director of Brethren in Christ
World Missions, his wife Judy, and Alvin
Book, who had spent several months
overseeing the project in its early stages.
Evangelical
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Jose Leon Herrera, one of two Brethren in Christ missionary representatives
in the country, explained that the "headquarters" building will serve several purposes for the church: training center for
pastors and lay leaders; central office for
administrative needs; a sanctuary for the
congregation which worships in that
community; living quarters for the Herrera family.
Due to a number of setbacks, the project was not quite complete by the time of
the dedication. Paul Eberhard, administrator of the project, reported that the
details still needing to be completed are
simple finish carpentry, some painting,
and a few electrical details. Audry Eberhard, treasurer for Brethren in Christ missions in the country, said she will soon be
finished doling out the lempiras by the
thousands almost every day. Those readers anxious to see a picture of the completely completed building in its completeness may contact the missions office
in Grantham!

Resurrection
John Sider—Allahabad,

India

Among those who came by our flat
this week (for a meal, for tea, for a visit)
were Jeremiah Murmu, one of the church
planters in Bihar, and Ashis Parida from
Orissa, who works with Every Home
Crusade.
Ashis told us of God at work in Orissa through conversions, healings, even a
raising from the dead. In this instance,
an evangelist came to a village where a
man had died. He told the villagers that
he would pray that the man would come
to life again. "If I pray and the man
doesn't come back to life, you may kill
me. But if the dead man comes back to
life, then you become Christians," was
the challenge he gave. Shortly after the
evangelist's prayer, the dead man got up,
and the villagers became Christians.
What an example of God's glory!
We were both much impressed by
Ashis' description of Every Home Crusade's discipline in its system of accountability to leadership and reporting to a
supervisor. An EHC evangelist or worker is expected to visit 50 homes each day
and to have an extended visit for the purpose of presenting the gospel in at least
ten of these homes. From these ten it is
very likely that there will be one conversion. And all of this in one day! Ashis
spoke very positively of Bijoy Roul's
strong leadership of both Every Home
C r u s a d e and the Brethren in Christ
Church.
•
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Special People...

Phyllis Lentz
continued from page 2

their daily labor exemplified their
commitment to what they saw as the
Lord's work. In those days the operation was smaller. A sense of Christian
mission seemed easier to communicate. A woman who especially, as she
puts it, "steered me as I started" was
Ruth Freed. Though sometimes direct,
Ruth was always punctual, helpful,
and caring. People like Ruth carried a
passion for the written word sometimes missing today.
Phyllis also reminisced with great
respect about her many employers—
Brethren in Christ men of great character and spiritual stature—such as
former manager Erwin Thomas and
his wife Lois, whom she still considers friends. John Zercher especially
impressed her with his all-encompassing knowledge. "You could ask him
any kind of question and he would
answer it then and there. H e ' d never
say he needed to think about it." Also
memorable was watching John and
Nellie Hostetter working together. She
characterizes John as "a strong Brethren in Christ, and a strong person."
Phyllis remembers fondly the years
when Don Shafer, John Arthur
Brubaker, John Yeatts, and others
were stationed in Nappanee with the
Christian Education Board. Nappanee
was also the h o m e office of Bishop
David Climenhaga. Personal contact
with the publishing board seemed
more frequent in days past. She reminisced, "They would be in Nappanee
often and show a friendly, personal
interest in you."
Overall, she views the people with
w h o m she has worked with admiration. "I really think they've gone at it
the best way they could...as service,
filling a need." A secret to her staying
power is her positive attitude. In any
operation there will be hurts and complaints, she reflects. "The press has
gone through times of stress.... Some
hurts have taken a long time to heal."
She often wondered how she could
help. Yet, "the Lord always sent his
person to fill the void and steer us on
the right path." Little does she realize
that her daily optimism and quiet,

humble faith made her an example
when others merely complained. In her
gentle witness one can learn keys to
maintaining long-term relationships
and weathering storms of change.
Phyllis is a member of The Brethren
Church (a denomination based in Ashland, Ohio). W h e n asked whether she
feels as though she has really been a
member of two denominations all
these years, she laughingly says yes.
One senses a strong loyalty to both her
own church and the Brethren in Christ.
Phyllis is prepared to leave her job, but
acknowledges that she will miss her
phone contacts with Brethren in Christ
pastors and church secretaries. She
notes how exciting it has been to see
some of the Brethren in Christ leaders
such as Luke Keefer Jr. and Arthur
Climenhaga become professors at her
own denomination's Ashland Seminary. "There's not all that much difference between us," she comments.
What is ahead? Facing a major life
adjustment is "almost a fearful thing."
Having lost her husband in an automobile accident last summer, Phyllis confronts daily decisions. But she is learning how to cope f r o m seeing other
women "just do it" in similar situations. You go for help, ask questions,
and then decide, she says. She also has
the comfort of her son Jeff, his wife
Nancy, and their three children living
in Nappanee. Phyllis, still trim and
youthful, is looking forward to helping
with the grandchildren, increasing participation in her church, and seeking
new involvements... "making myself
useful."
And, by the way, the next time you
dial Evangel Publishing House/Christian Light Bookstores in Nappanee,
chances are good that a Mrs. Lentz still
will answer your call. Her daughter-inlaw is assuming major portions of
Phyllis' job. N o doubt, Nancy will
learn much from her mother-in-law's
legacy. And if someone interviews
Nancy in 30 years, she too may attest
to the challenge of adjusting to everchanging technology, as well as to
ministering as a partner with the Brethren in Christ Church.
Helen Johns is a freelance editor and
writer living in Nappanee, Ind., who worked
next door to Phyllis, observing her example,
for 10 years.
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Allegheny Conference
Daryl Bundy gave a concert May
14 for the Air Hill congregation,
Chambersburg, Pa. Terry and Doris
Ortman challenged the Sunday
school teachers with an inspirational
message in early May. • The
Antrim congregation, Chambersburg, hosted Greg Buchanan in a
harp concert in late April. • The
Blue Mountain congregation, Roxbury. Pa., is conducting an "Enlargement of Our Body" campaign to
raise $225,000 for indoor restrooms,
nursery, and sanctuary. The new
facilities would supplement the
present trailer and the stone building
built in 1876. • Dana and Judy Crider spoke at the May 7 evening service of the Chambersburg church.
On June 4, Youth Sunday, the teens
presented the musical "The Ride."

The 23rd Annual
Hymn Sing
Historic
Meeting
Ringgold,

at

Ringgold
House
Maryland

July 30, 1995
at 6:00 p.m.
in the Meeting

House

Sponsored by Ringgold
Meeting House Committee
and Area Churches

Service of a cappella
singing from Hymns for
Worship (Red Hymnal)
Led by
Paul L. G a r b e r , Minister of
Music, Refton Brethren in
Christ C h u r c h , a n d an e n s e m ble of Refton Musicians
You are welcome to come to the
church early (by 5:00 p.m.) to
walk through the building and the
grounds. Please bring Hymns for
Worship (red hymnal) with you.
An offering will be received for
M a i n t e n a n c e P r o j e c t s o n the
church and the
grounds.
Refreshments will be served following the Hymn Sing.

Directions:
Take Fit. 997 south
from
Waynesboro
which
becomes MD 64. Turn left at the
sign to Ringgold. About 1/2 mile,
turn left. The church will be seen
among the trees.

18

On May 21 the Fairview Ave.
church, Waynesboro, Pa., had an
evening program by baritone Sherman Mason, and "There's Room in
the Inn," a ministry for boys in Warfordsburg, Pa. • Mike Kellogg,
radio host for "Music Through the
Night" on WCRH, spoke in revival
services May 7-10 for the Five
Forks church, Waynesboro. • The
MPF of the Hollowell church,
Waynesboro, sponsored a night of
videos about Zambia on May 21.
The Harmonies of Grace sang in the
morning service.
The May 6 program to honor
graduates at the Martinsburg, Pa.,
church featured a version of "What's
My Line?" Ruth Dourte spoke at the
May 19 mother-daughter banquet on
"Buildling Bridges." • Four people
were baptized May 21 into the fellowship of the New Guilford
church, Chambersburg. • Saundra
Wingert ministered in music May
14 for the South Mountain congregation, Shippensburg, Pa. New Life
for Girls sang and testified in the
May 21 evening service. • The Van
Lear congregation, Williamsport,
Md., had a June 17 father-son breakfast with speaker Joe Baer.

Atlantic Conference
The three choirs of the Cross
Roads church, Mount Joy. Pa., finished their year with a concert on
Apr. 30. The Lancaster Mennonite
Campus Chorale was in concert May
7. • Several members of the Fairland congregation, Cleona. Pa., volunteered for the May 20 Susquehanna Valley Pregnancy Services Walk
for Life. The church viewed the

Tony Campolo series "Carpe Diem"
in May and June. • On June 4 the
Free Grace church, Millersburg,
Pa., had a love feast with speaker
Peter von Keyserling. • The
Hummelstown, Pa., church had a
Sunday school open house on Apr.
30. Secret sisters were revealed at
the June 6 w o m e n ' s fellowship
meeting.
The Lancaster, Pa., church hosted its annual invitational Bible quiz
tourney on May 7. The church had
an appreciation luncheon May 21 for
teachers, study leaders, and group
life leaders and families. • Herb
Owen led a "Principles for Parents"
seminar May 6 for 80 attenders at
the Manor church, Mountville, Pa.
• The Mastersonville congregation,
Manheim, Pa., welcomed Dana and
Judy Crider on May 7, who spoke
about their duties at Woodstock
School in India. • May was Family
Month at the Maytown, Pa., church
with weekly messages, a May 7
guess-who' s-coming-to-dinner, and
an evening service May 21 led by
families. • The adult Sunday school
of the Millersville, Pa., church had a
May 20 trip to The People's Place,
Intercourse, Pa.
One person was baptized May
21 into the fellowship of the Montoursville. Pa., church. A father-son
banquet was June 17. • The Country
Table was the site of the motherdaughter banquet of the Mt. Pleasant church. Mount Joy, Pa. • The
Ambassadors were in concert May
21 for the New Joy congregation,
Akron, Pa. • Thirty Christian education staff of the Palmyra, Pa.,
church were honored May 13 at a

Curtis Byers ordained
Curtis Byers was ordained
to the Christian ministry on
Sunday evening, April 30, at
the Grantham Church. Bishop
Emeritus C. B. Byers preached
the sermon and Bishop John B.
Hawbaker conducted the ordination service and gave the
charge to Rev. Byers.
Rev. Byers is a graduate of
Messiah College and Asbury
T h e o l o g i c a l Seminary. He
served for eight years as a missionary in London, England,
and is currently the Pastor of
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Congregational Care and Outreach at the Grantham Church,
Grantham, Pa.
Curtis and his wife Marti
have two children, Jordan and
Megan.

brunch at Funck's Restaurant. Seventeen men attended the May 26-27
Promise Keepers Conference in
Washington, D.C. • On May 21 the
Pequea congregation, Lancaster,
had an appreciation picnic for Sunday school, music, and youth workers. Joyce Oldham, medical missionary in Zimbabwe, spoke May
28. • Dan and Heather Keefer have
joined the staff of the Refton, Pa.,
church in the areas of Christian education and youth.
The Shenks church, Elizabethtown, Pa., announced its new name,
Bright Hope Fellowship, and began
meeting at a new site on June 18.
Bishop Hoffman led area churches
in a worship celebration June 4 at
the Hershey, Pa., church to launch
the new endeavor. • On May 7 the
Skyline View church, Harrisburg,
Pa., welcomed missions speaker
Ron Eberly, who spent time in Malawi. • The Souderton, Pa., church
recently hosted a community garage
sale on their parking lot to raise
funds for the library. • Joy was the
theme of the Ladies' Day program
enjoyed by the Tremont, Pa., and
Llewellyn, Pa., churches on May 20
with Kathy Lapp, speaker, and musician Angela Horchler.

Canadian Conference
The Bertie c o n g r e g a t i o n .
Stevensville, Ont., had renewal services May 14-17 with Maury Blair.
Over 160 persons attended on
Wednesday. "Youth Impact Night,"
with many making commitments
and rededications. • The Boyle congregation, St. Ann's, Ont., planned a
bus trip June 8 to the Billy Graham
Crusade in Toronto. • The Women's Missionary Auxiliary of the
Bridlewood church, Agincourt, Ont.,
planned a rummage sale for June 3,
and a strawberry festival for June
27. • A group from Millar Bible
College did a drama about Esther on
May 7 for the Delisle, Sask., congregation. The African Youth Discovery Choir sang in the evening
service.
The Falls View church, Niagara
Falls, Ont., had a recent offering of
over $1,300 for the Pioneer Clubs
program to start in the fall. The congregation celebrated the 45th
anniversary of its Sunday school on
May 28 with an old-time Sunday
school class for the entire family. •
The Mother's Day service at the
Heise Hill church, Gormley, Ont.,
featured a mother-daughter double
quartet, and Betty-Lou Anderson
Evangelical
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speaking on " T r e a s u r e s of the
Heart." • The Houghton church,
Langton, Ont., recently had a twomonth Sunday school class on spiritual gifts.
The Oak Ridges, Ont., congregation hosted a service May 14 with
the St. Johns Anglican Church,
whose building they had used during
renovations. • Pastor Kathleen
Leadley gave a recent sermon series
on "Strength for the Storms of Life"
for the Orchard Creek congregation, St. Catharines, Ont. • On June
18 the Ridgemount church, Hamilton, Ont., had a barbecue and program led by the Zambian Youth
Team. • One person was baptized
May 14 at the Rosebank church,
Petersburg, Ont.
Elizabeth Sherk Lofthouse was
the June 4 speaker for anniversary
Sunday at the Sherkston, Ont.,
church. A noon picnic followed with
games and a quilt and antiques display. • The May 13 Mother's Day
picnic of the Springvale, Ont.,
church included testimonies, games,
and talent-sharing. • Alf Rees spoke
May 21 to the Stayner, Ont., congregation on "How to Have Perpetual Revival." • The Wainfleet,
Ont., congregation planned a bus trip
June 9 to the Toronto Billy Graham
Crusade. • The Christian education
board of the Westheights church,
Kitchener. Ont., hosted an appreciation dinner Apr. 23.

toral couple for the Fairview congregation. Englewood, Ohio. • Sixty
people recently attended the annual
"Singing on the Green" music social
at the Lakeview church, Goodrich,
Mich. • Two graduating high school
youth received hand-sewn quilts
from the Mooretown congregation,
Sandusky, Mich. • On May 7 the
Morrison. 111., congregation heard
music by the Science Ridge Chime
Choir and a talk by Dean and Ann
Marie Parry about Zambia.
The Nappanee, Ind., church
coordinated a community fund raising dinner recently which netted
$5,000 toward the cost of a heart
repair operation for an infant in the
congregation. Eight youth were baptized on June 4. • The Northgate
Fellowship, Tipp City, Ohio, hosted
a May 6 Central Conference Bible
quiz meet. • The Pleasant Hill,
Ohio, congregation hosted a 50th
anniversary open on May 21 house
for Blaine and Ellen Mae Murphy. •
The Sippo Valley congregation,
Massillon, Ohio, held a graduation
reception May 28 for Pastor Doug
McConnaughey. Sylvia Hathaway
gave a seminar and concert June 3. •
The Bible quiz team of the Union
Grove congregation. New Paris,
Ind., realized $375 in profit from a
May 27 car wash. • Erin Conley
shared her testimony at the May 20
mother-daughter banquet of the Valley Chapel church, Canton, Ohio.

Central Conference

Midwest Conference

On May 28 the Beulah Chapel
congregation, Springfield, Ohio,
planned an outdoor fellowship at the
Paul Race home. • The Christian
Union congregation, Garrett, Ind.,
coordinated adult summer Sunday
school with the Jubilee children's
curriculum. • Tom and Gina Hale
were installed Apr. 30 as youth pas-

The youth of the Abilene, Kan.,
church had a bake sale May 6 at the
local lilac festival. • Pastor Ken
Abell of the Mound Park church,
Dallas Center, Iowa, spoke at the
local high school baccalaureate. The
church recently had a carry-in supper with a "great hot potato debate"
on the subject "The Kingdom of

Missionaries

commissioned

A commissioning service for two missionary couples was
held on Sunday afternoon. May 7, at the Hemlock Lounge at Roxbury Holiness Camp, Roxbury, Pa.
Fred and Yvonne Brown, of the Blue Mountain Memorial
Church (Allegheny Conference), are going to Alaska to serve as
house parents for native American children at North Star Children's Home. The Browns themselves have twin boys, Chancey
and Cody.
Mervin and Ruth Potteiger left May 10 to go to Romania.
Mervin will serve as field administrator for My Brother's Keeper. He and Ruth will work with the pastors, training them in children's work, youth ministry and holiness teaching. Mervin served
as pastor of the Pleasant Valley Church (Susquehanna Conference) for the past eleven years.
William Holtry, pastor of the Blue Mountain Memorial Church,
and John Hawbaker, bishop of the Allegheny and Susquehanna
Conferences, conducted the commissioning service.
July 1995

E.V. Timelines

100 Years Ago

July 1, 1895 issue—Rhoda E. Lee, of Abilene, Kans.,
in an address to General Conference: "Today I make a
prayerful appeal to the Brethren, especially to those in
authority, to be up and about the 'King's business.' Don't
put it off.... If this is not done I have confidence to believe
that there are some among us who will go out relying on
the promise in Philippians 4:10, coupled with the sweet
assurance in Matthew 28:20...."

75 Years Ago
July 12, 1920 issue—"As stated in former numbers of
the 'Visitor,' the long felt need for a printing plant of our
own came to a climax at our last general conference and
a resolution was unanimously adopted to purchase and
equip a printing plant.... Accordingly negotiations were
completed with the Murray Printing company of Nappanee, Indiana, whereby the plant was purchased with all of
its equipment for...$5,700.... This figure does not include
the building, but includes machinery, stock, and office
equipment.... The additional equipment required to give
us an up-to-date, thoroughly equipped printing plant will
require...approximately $10,500.... The plan of the Publication Board is to raise at least $15,000...."

50 Years Ago
July 2, 1945 issue—Jesse W. Hoover, writing on the
subject of freedom: "The child of God has found the
only real freedom that exists in this world.... He has
found melody and tranquility of spirit by achieving harmony with the fundamental vibrations of life. The child
of God does appreciate the relative freedoms occasionally
achieved by nations and peoples. But his freedom is not
dependent upon these illusory and temporary conditions.
His liberty is fundamental, emanating from the Lord
Jesus Christ and dealing with the realm of the spiritual."

25 Years Ago
July 10, 1970 issue—In the General Conference sermon celebrating the centennial of General Conference
meetings, Owen Alderfer addressed the Conference
theme, "Doctrine": "The world is where the living expression of doctrine is to happen. But sometimes we are
too busy at the church building—or in other interests—
to get around to our ministry.... May we be symbolized
by living doctrine—the people of God in the world, zealous of good works, adorning the doctrine of God!"

10 Years Ago
July 1985 issue—Mary Ellen Drushal, in "Steeple
Sitters": "Right now, while you are reading this, take
out a sheet of paper and begin to analyze your individual and your church's program of outreach [to persons]
beyond the local congregation.... How many items are
there? Two, four, seven, or are there none?... Let us...be
about the task of loving our neighbors and ministering to
them in the name of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ!"
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God is a Party." • Three persons
were baptized recently into the fellowship of the Oklahoma City
church. • On May 14 the Parrys
f r o m Macha Hospital, Zambia,
spoke to the Rosebank congregation, Hope, Kan. • The women of
the Zion church, Abilene, were
asked to bring their favorite doll to
the May 16 mother-daughter banquet where Loretta Moore was
speaker. The congregation sent a gift
to Lifeline Ministries in honor of
Mother's Day.

Pacific Conference
The youth of the Chino, Calif.,
church helped paint at Lifeline
Women's Shelter of Pacific Christian Center on May 13. "Tea in the
Garden" was the May 20 women's
event, with humorist Marilyn
Meberg. • Bruce Merritt, author of
the Evangel Press title The Patmos
Conspiracy, was guest musician and
speaker on May 21, Education Day,

at the Pacific Highway church,
Salem, Ore. • The singles of the
Walnut. Calif., church were given
opportunity in the May 21 service
to take the purity pledge—to abstain
from sexual relations until marriage.
• The Sonshine Choirs of the
Upland, Calif., church presented
"The Rainbow Express" on May 6,
7. The annual young artists recital
was May 21.

Southeast Conference
The Beulah Chapel church,
Columbia, Ky., hosted the Kentucky
missions conference rally on May
20 with a quilt auction on the parking lot before the service. • The Saturday men's group of the Holden
Park congregation, Orlando, Fla.,
recently studied the life of Abraham.
• William Hoke spoke in the May
21 missions service of the Millerfield's church, Columbia, Ky. The
congregation enjoyed a concert May
28 by the Westpoint Singers.

atters

Susquehanna Conference
Bill Holtry and Bruce Grove
were speakers at the May 6 love
feast of the Big Valley congregation, Belleville, Pa. Charlie Byers
spoke in both Sunday services on
May 7. • On May 20 the youth of
the Carlisle. Pa., church had a car
wash to raise funds for summer missions trips. • On May 2,45 attenders
of the mother-daughter tea at the
Cedar Heights church, Mill Hall,
Pa., enjoyed music by Susan and
Rhonda Walizer and the film "Race
for Life." • Herman Noll led revival
meetings May 2-7 for the Fairview
congregation, Reesers Summit, Pa.
The May 21 Children's Day message was by Scott Reynolds.
The Family Ministries Commission of the Grantham. Pa., church
planned exciting events for summer,
among them a sundae-on-Friday
party, an outdoor dramafest, an
African adventure, and a journey to
the tabernacle. • The adult Sunday

She looked tired and somewhat dismayed. As she furtively looked around
for a place to sit in the crowded area of
the Chicago airport, she
caught my eye and
noted there was an
empty seat beside me.
She quickly moved to sit beside me with
a sigh of relief. I greeted her with a comment about the weather. She immediately
replied that the weather was certainly better here than from where she had come. It
was an opening to inquire of her travels,
which led to her telling me of her trip to a
town in Ontario, Canada, which was very
familiar to me. After we had shared some
mutual knowledge of the Ontario town
she had visited, which was also her birthplace, she began to share the purpose of
her visit.

Life's treasures...
fitted into
a suitcase
by W. Edward Rickman
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With an obviously heavy spirit, this
new-found acquaintance began to share
that she had returned to her hometown for
the difficult task of moving her aged
mother to a nursing home. The pain in
her voice indicated the trauma of her
experience. Just before the call to board
the plane, she ended the conversation
with this very poignant statement: "You
know, it's so sad! You spend your whole
life collecting and treasuring your possessions, and you end up with everything
you have in a little suitcase."
As that statement began to sink into
my consciousness, I started to develop a

school classes of the Hanover, Pa.,
church had a mystery dinner on May
6. Rob Patterson was the May 21
evening speaker. • The Jemison
Valley church, Westfield, Pa., had
their annual Night of Music program
on May 21. • Dean and Ann Marie
Parry were the June 4 guests of the
Locust Grove church, York, Pa.
The M e c h a n i c s b u r g , Pa.,
church has named its daughter
church in Silver Spring Township
The New Song C o m m u n i t y
Church. • The Messiah Village
church, Mechanicsburg, hosted the
June 4 consecration service for
Emerson L. Lesher, new president
of Messiah Village. • Music by First
Light was the highlight of the May
13 mother-daughter banquet of the
Redland Valley congregation, York
Haven, Pa. • On May 14 the
Susquehanna Valley congregation,
Selinsgrove, Pa., began viewing the
Pippert video series "Out of the Salt
Shaker."

new awareness of the North American
"mindset" about the accumulation and
use of the treasures we call "ours."
Conventional wisdom suggests that
the major part of meaning in our lives
revolves around the possession of wealth,
homes, cars, and other possessions. We
have developed systems of measurement
whereby we assign degrees of happiness
and satisfaction in life on the basis of
those possessions.
Some years ago, I began to notice a
popular phrase appearing on T-shirts,
placards, and other places, which read,
"He who ends up with the most toys,
WINS!" More recently, however, I saw a
T-shirt which read, "He who dies with the
most toys STILL DIES!" What a grim
reminder that the accumulation of things
does not prevent or alter, in any way, the
inevitable stages of life which culminate
with death and eternity.
Yet, even though there is that conscious awareness that the day is coming
when we will experience total separation
from our treasures (and that the size and
amount of those treasures will have absolutely no effect on our ultimate destiny),
most people still cling to their treasures.
The tendency continues to evaluate our
lives on the basis of these possessions.
There is nothing inherently wrong
with having possessions. After all, God
created all things for our use and enjoyment. He gave us the skills and the abiliEvangelical
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For The
Record
Births
Beitz: Derek Robert, May 5;
Rusty and Donna (Van Bortel)
Beitz, Cedar Grove congregation,
Pa.
Birrell: Briannon Sarah Elizabeth, Apr. 22; Bill and Brenda (Putman) Birrell. Bertie congregation,
Ont.
Bowman: Matthew Robert, Apr.
15; Tim and Becky Bowman, Van
Lear congregation, Md.
Brenize: Landon Garrett, Apr.
18; Rodney and Debbie Brenize,
Cross Roads congregation, Pa.
Cober: Alexandra Michelle,
Apr. 8; Bryan and Daria (Tarnawsky) Cober, Stayner congregation,
Ont.

Coken: Noah Christopher, Apr.
19; Harry and Joni (Lerew) Coken,
Mechanicsburg congregation. Pa.
Coldsmith: Nathan John, May
17; Arthur and Kathy (Hepner)
Coldsmith, Air Hill congregation,
Pa.

Kotzmoyer: Justin Joseph, Apr.
24; Mitchell and Joan (Winton)
Kotzmoyer, Elizabethtown congregation, Pa.

Donaghe: Kolby Dwaine, Mar.
7; Clint and Susan Donaghe, Oklahoma City congregation, Okla.

Matthews: Colleen Marie. Apr.
24; David and Heather (O'Hara)
Matthews, Bertie congregation, Ont.
Metzler: Austin Ray, Apr. 29;
Douglas and Trina (Myers) Metzler,
Chambersburg congregation, Pa.

Egolf: Steven Elwood, May 5;
Brian and Sandy (Frey) Egolf, Five
Forks congregation, Pa.
Ferguson: Joshua Harris, May
2; Farley and Angie (Harris) Ferguson, Cedar Grove congregation, Pa.
Garis: Viola Nancy, May 21;
Jeff and Elizabeth (Dunham) Garis,
Souderton congregation, Pa.
Heisey: Julie Renee. Apr. 15;
Ray and Mim (Helfrick) Heisey, Mt.
Rock congregation, Pa.
Hissong: Gabriella Faith, Apr.
12; Brian and Becky (Hartman)
Hissong, Antrim congregation, Pa.

ties to create beautiful things and produce wealth of every kind. He endowed
us with the privilege of producing as
much as our capability will allow.
Our problem, however, is maintaining a right perspective on the meaning,
the purpose, and the ultimate use of all
the products of our skills, abilities, and
labors. Without that right perspective,
our happiness, fulfillment, hopes,
dreams, visions and aspirations all ride
the roller-coaster of the waxing and
waning of our economic worth.
The Word of God is so practical and
pointed in steering us to maintain the
right perspective on our treasures. Let
me suggest some of the ways in which
we lose a proper perspective.
1. By placing our treasures in the
wrong place.
No, I'm not talking about which bank
you use or which properties you buy.
It's much more basic. Jesus said it like
this, "Do not store up for yourselves
treasures on earth...but store up for yourselves treasures in heaven..." (Matthew
6:19-20).
The ultimate result of this implied
choice is that we will either be earthlyminded or heavenly-minded, and the
determination is based on where we
place our treasures. The implied choice
of where treasures are deposited also
reinforces the words of Jesus that "no
one can serve two masters...you cannot
July 1995

Martin: Cedric Alan, May 3;
Loren and Carissa (Stains) Martin,
Antrim congregation, Pa.

Moffitt: Jesse Duane, Mar. 29;
Tim and Julee (Crawford) Moffitt,
Antrim congregation, Pa.
Moore: Katelyn Ann, May 4;
Rodger and Lori Ann (Pychel)
Moore, Falls View congregation,
Ont.
Nazaroff: Mitchell Alexander,
May 4; Steve and Leza Nazaroff,
Walnut Valley congregation, Calif.
Ndlovu: Thabani Joshua, Apr.
10; Bukhosi and Ramona (Aber-

serve God and money" (Matthew 6:24).
We need to internalize the concept
that the depository of our treasures will
determine both the integrity and balance
of our earthly life and the ultimate destiny and rewards of eternal life. Living
by this concept would free us from the
mad scramble to accumulate treasures
and find the temporary happiness they
bring when they are used to indulge our
pleasures.
2. By prizing our treasures for the
wrong reasons.
There is a tremendous difference in
potential attitudes toward possessions.
We can either evaluate our possessions
in light of "what they will do for me" or
"what they will do for the kingdom of
God."
Some of the happiest and most productive people I know have the perspective that their possessions all belong to
God. They plan to use only a necessary
portion for their own use and all the rest
belongs to and is available to God. They
treasure their possessions for the right
reasons. They have experienced the fulfillment and joy of using them to
enhance God's kingdom work.
Jesus emphasized that treasures
stored up here are eaten up by moths and
rust, while treasures invested in the
kingdom never lose value.
3. By protecting our treasures for
the wrong time period.

deen) Ndluvo, Elizabethtown congregation, Pa.
Pankin: Joshua David, Apr. 30;
David and Kelly (McMenamin)
Pankin, Chambersburg congregation, Pa.
Pasley: Sarah Elizabeth, Apr.
27; David and Robin Pasley, Redland Valley congregation, Pa.
Sechrist: Molly Kathleen, Apr.
24; Mark and Carol Sechrist, Pleasant View congregation, Pa.
Sollenberger: Aaron Jacob, Apr.
13; Brien and Lisa (McEldowney)
Sollenberger, Chambersburg congregation, Pa.
Spiess: Avery Hazard, Mar. 26;
George and Cristal Spiess, Redland
Valley congregation, Pa.
Stetler: Krystle Caitlin, Apr. 11;
Larry and Karen Stetler, Oklahoma
City congregation, Okla.
Taylor: Victoria Elizabeth. Feb.
9; Brian and Amy (Moyer) Taylor,
Redland Valley congregation, Pa.

We have been taught in many ways
that there are certain time periods in life
for which we should concentrate our
economic planning:
• For marriage and establishing a
home
• For the education of our children
• For retirement
These appear to be the highest priorities. They all are very important. They
should all have their proper place in our
planning and living our lives. However,
the essence of Scripture is that our overarching plan for life, and even our treasures, must include eternity. Otherwise,
the use and treasuring of all our possessions takes on a self-indulgent value
which we hope will see us through to the
end of life.
The essence of faith is investing in
eternity with at least equal diligence to
investing in this present life.
The perspective we demonstrate in
viewing and using our treasures will
determine whether we come to the last
days of our lives with "everything you
have in a little suitcase" or an "eternal
reward in heaven" because of our investment. Which are you planning for?

W. Edward Rickman is Executive Director of Stewardship Services for the Brethren
in Christ Church.
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White: Justin Matthew, Dec. 30,
1994; Warren and Doris (Denis)
White, Massey Place congregation,
Sask.
Wyant: Jessica Patricia, May
22; David and Connie (Robson)
Wyant, Stayner congregation. Ont.

Weddings
Bernot - Hawbaker: Sheryl
Ann, daughter of John and JoLene
Hawbaker, Mechanicsburg, Pa., and
Edward Michael, son of Theodore
and Joanne Bernot, Nanty Glo, Pa.,
Mar. 18, at Grantham Brethren in
Christ Church with Rev. Glenn Ginder officiating.
Denlinger - Myers: Michelle,
daughter of Ray and Rozanna
Myers, Orrstown, Pa., and Dana, son
of Marlin and Lois Denlinger,
Chambersburg, Pa., May 27, at Air
Hill Brethren in Christ Church with
Rev. Allan Mummert officiating.
Erb - Beam: Karen Giniene,
daughter of Fred and Janet Beam,
Bristol, England, and Mark Henry,
son of John and Janet Erb, Carlisle,
Pa., May 27, at Cross Roads Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. Dale
H. Engle and Rev. Fred Beam officiating.
Ferguson - Hildebrandt: Charlene Dana, daughter of Henry and
Martha Hildebrandt, Saskatoon,
Sask., and Vernon Alymer, son of
Hubert Ferguson and Janet Ferguson, Prince Albert, Sask., Mar. 11, at
Massey Place Community Church

Healing: Restoration
in God's Presence
A retreat for survivors of
childhood sexual abuse will
be held at Kenbrook Bible
Camp, Nov. 17-19, 1995.
Registration is limited to the
f i r s t 40 applicants. This
retreat is d e s i g n e d f o r
women who have worked
through the initial trauma of
their abuse and are ready to
explore the role of God in
their recovery. The purpose
of the weekend is to provide
a focused time for reflecting
on and responding to God's
role in recovery from sexual
abuse through participation
in workshops, small groups,
worship, and other activities.
For an application, send
your name and address to:
Spring of Hope
P.O. Box 69
Akron, PA 17501
Sponsored by MCC Women's Concerns and Kenbrook Bible Camp
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with Rev. Maurice Vellacott officiating.
Hummer - Christophel: Lori
Christophel and Keith Hummer,
May 13, at Five Forks Brethren in
Christ Church with Rev. Wilbur
Besecker officiating.
Julian - Telesco: Nicole Beth,
daughter of Andrew and Simonetta
Telesco, Conestoga, Pa., and David
Yale Julian, son of Glenn and Pat
Henry, Washington Boro, Pa., May
20, at Manor Brethren in Christ
Church with Rev. P. Daniel Cloyd
and Rev. Van Binkley officiating.
Kibler - Heisey: Orpha Heisey,
M e c h a n i c s b u r g , Pa., and John
Kibler, Columbia, Pa., Apr. 29, at
Messiah Village Chapel with Rev.
John Schock officiating.
Koons - Axen: Tanja Louise,
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Harold
Axen, Waynesboro, Pa., and Samuel
Allan, son of Mr. and Mrs. Samuel
Koons, Waynesboro, May 20, at
Fairvew Ave. Brethren in Christ
Church with Rev. Rodney White
officiating.
Lehigh - Moorhatch: Linda
Dawn, daughter of Joseph and Rosalie Moorhatch, Paoli, Pa., and
David, son of Daniel and Barbara
Lehigh, East Berlin, Pa., Apr. 22, at
Grace Chapel with Rev. Ken Hepner
officiating.
Logan - Kuznaik: Suzanne
Jacquelin, daughter of Roman and
Sylvia Kuznaik Jr., Camp Hill, Pa.,
and Richard Phillip, son of Howard
Logan, Camp Hill, May 13, at Peace
Church with Rev. Simon A. Lehman
Jr. officiating.
Martin - Miller: Kristel Miller,
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Michael
F. Newcomer, Lancaster, Pa., and
the late Kenneth E. Miller, and
Shawn K , son of Mr. and Mrs. Marvin Z. Martin, New Holland, Pa.,
Oct. 1, 1994, at Lancaster Brethren
in Christ Church with Rev. James
Wenzel officiating.
Musselman - Rohrbaugh: Lori,
daughter of Cathy Rohrbaugh, St.
Thomas, Pa., and Shawn, son of
Donald and Roseann Musselman,
Chambersburg, Pa., May 6, at Air
Hill Brethren in Christ Church with
Rev. John L. Bundy officiating.
Neiderer - Hoffman: Tonia
Marie Hoffman, daughter of Mr. and
Mrs. John James, Lewisberry, Pa.,
and Mark William, son of Mr. and
Mrs. Brad Neiderer, Lewisberry,
May 6, at Fairview Brethren in
Christ Church with Rev. Simon
Lehman Jr. officiating.
Shirk - Shellenberger: D.
Renee Shellenberger, daughter of
Mr. and Mrs. Larry LaVonne, Manheim, Pa., and Philip, son of Rev.
and Mrs. Frank E. Shirk. Leola, Pa.,
Mar. 18, at Cross Roads Brethren in

Christ Church with Rev. Frank E.
Shirk and Rev. Leon Miller officiating.
Taylor - Reed: Julie Ann,
daughter of Kermit and Nancy Reed,
Mont Alto, Pa., and Mark Allen, son
of Paul and Mary Ann Taylor,
Waynesboro, Pa., Apr. 1, at
Fairview Ave., Brethren in Christ
Church with Rev. Rodney White
officiating.
Umholtz - Radford: Diane,
daughter of the late John and Arlene
Radford, and Michael, son of Leo
and Elma Umholtz, Mount Joy, Pa.,
May 13, at Cross Roads Brethren in
Christ Church with Rev. Steve
Prokopchak officiating.

Obituaries
Barnhart: Hazel Carbaugh
Barnhart, born Sept. 12, 1918, died
Apr. 20 at her home near Chambersburg. Pa. Preceding her in death
was her husband, Glenn Carbaugh.
in 1981; three sons: and one daughter. Surviving are her husband, Ross
Barnhart; two daughters; and a son.
Funeral services were held at the
Montgomery Brethren in Christ
Church with Rev. Wilbur W. Benner, Rev. Curtis Bryant, and Rev.
Lucretia Ritchey officiating. Interment was in the church cemetery.
Carpenter: Donald C. Carpenter, born Aug. 13, 1929, son of
Arthur and Kathryn (Emerick) Carpenter, died May 14. Surviving are
his wife, Eleanor J. (Bowman); a
son, Donald C. Carpenter Jr.: three
daughters, Laurie Matters, Lisa Fisher, and Jodi Carpenter; five grandchildren; 4 brothers; and 8 sisters.
Donald retired from Bethlehem Steel
and Mines after 20 years, and from
the security division of Good Samaritan Hospital in 1990. He was baptized and received into the membership of the Palmyra, Pa., church by
the late C.N. Hostetter Jr. The funeral was held at the church with Rev.
Louis O. Cober officiating. Interment was in Ebenezer Cemetery.
Haldeman: Miriam A. Haldeman, born Aug. 1, 1908, in Gratersford, Pa., died Apr. 30. Preceding
her in death was her husband, Abner
Haldeman, former business manager
of Upland College and mayor of the
city of Upland; a sister, Ethelda
Feaster; and two brothers, Ulysses
and Thomas. Surviving are three
children, William K , James E., and
Carole Engle; and a brother, Henry
Yellis. Miriam was an active member of the Upland congregation,
Calif., for over 70 years. The funeral was held at the church with Rev.
Graybill Brubaker, Rev. Alvin C.
Burkholder. and Rev. Perry Engle
officiating. Entombment was in
Bellevue Mausoleum.

Harry: Alfred C. Harry, born
Mar. 17, 1905, in Lancaster Co., Pa.,
son of Henry M. and Ida R. Koontz,
died Apr. 29. Surviving are his wife,
Helen; two sons, John M. and James
A.; and two daughters, Margie
Decker and Betty Wolf. Alfred was
a farmer, and a retired truck driver
for Arnolds Lumber and Supply. He
was a member of the Pleasant View
congregation, Pa. The funeral was
held at Olewiler and Heffner Funeral Home with Rev. Marvin R. Keller
officiating. Interment was in Salem
Cemetery.
Housser: Susannah R. Housser,
born Aug. 21, 1911, daughter of
Joseph and Elizabeth Reesor, died
May 1. Preceding her in death were
her husband, John Housser; a son,
Wesley; and three brothers, Levi,
Alvin, and Harvey. Surviving are
three sons, Floyd, Laverne, and
Glen; and two sisters, Ann Billwerner and Flora Byer. She is remembered as a quiet, consistent
Christian wife, with gifts for caregiving, cooking, knitting, and crocheting. The funeral was held at the
Fordwich Brethren in Christ Church,
Ont., with Rev. Lewis Byer officiating. Interment was in Maple Grove
Cemetery.
Johnson: Anna E. Johnson, born
July 26, 1918, daughter of John
Reynolds and Alice Waters
Reynolds Miller, died Feb. 16. Preceding her in death were a sister and
three brothers. Surviving are her
husband, Kenneth R. Johnson; a son,
Kenneth R. Johnson Jr.; and two
daughters, Sharon Steffy and Beverly Johnson-Solis. Anna was a member of the Lancaster congregation,
Pa., where she was prayer chain
coordinator. The funeral was held at
the church with Rev. James Ernst
officiating. Interment was in Manheim Fairview Cemetery.
Kreider: Gregg Kauffman Kreider, born Apr. 9, 1963, in Lancaster,
Pa., son of Dale and Elaine Charles
Kreider, died May 3. Surviving are
his parents; and his grandmothers,
Helen Kauffman and Edna Charles.
Gregg graduated from high school
a National Merit Scholar, and from
Hamilton College (N.Y.). He lived
in Spain the last 10 years working as
an English teacher, instructing
employees of the Union Fenosa Co.
He was a member of the Pequea
congregation, Pa., where a memorial service was held with Rev. Roy J.
Peterman, Rev. Omer E. King, and
Rev. Gerald N. Wingert officiating.
Interment was in Creswell Evangelical Congregational Cemetery.
Miller: Leo M. Miller, born June
14, 1917, son of Leo and Erna
Gerfin Miller, died Apr. 27. Surviving are his wife, Ruth (Laudenberger); a son, James M.; a daughter,
Evangelical
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Ann L. Halter; five grandchildren;
and three great-grandchildren. Leo
retired in 1979 after 17 years with
AMP. Inc., of Landsville, Pa. He
earlier worked 23 years for Hamilton
Watch Co. He was a member of the
Columbia Senior Citizens, and
drummer in the Schlossman German
Band, the Old Metropolitan Band,
and the Shawnee Band. He was a
member of the Manor church, Pa.
The funeral was held at the Clyde
W. Kraft Funeral Home with Rev.
Robert L. Sheetz officiating. Interment was in Silver Spring Cemetery.
Neidig: Richard O. Neidig, born
June 17, 1913, son of Aaron and
Elizabeth Dunmoyer Neidig, died
Apr. 28. Surviving are his wife,
Mary T. (Royer); two sons, Richard
O. Jr. and Dennis; a daughter, Joyce
M. Shifflett; three grandchildren;
five great-grandchildren; four brothers; and three sisters. He was a
retired carpenter from Three Mile
Island. He had worked for Hershey
Chocolate, and helped in the construction of Hershey Park Stadium
and the roller coaster. He became a
Christian in 1989 and attended the
Palmyra Church, Pa. The funeral
was at Rothermel Funeral Home

with Rev. Loius O. Cober and Rev.
Jay E. Sisco officiating. Interment
was in Grantville Cemetery.
Painter: Harry J. Painter, born
Apr. 13, 1919, son of Harry R. and
Mary Yingst Painter, died Apr. 25.
Surviving are his wife, Estelle
(Yoder); 3 sons, Lynn H., Larry J.;
and Lane R.; 2 daughters, Beverly
A. Walters and Brenda Rosentrater;
13 grandchildren; 2 great-grandchildren; 2 brothers; and 2 sisters. Harry
was baptized and became a member
of the Palmyra, Pa., congregation in
1962. He held various office positions at Olmstead Air Force Base
and was a welder by trade. The
funeral was held at the church with
Rev. Louis O. Cober and Rev. Jay E.
Sisco officiating. Interment was in
Grand View Memorial Park.
Peters: Maxine M. Peters, born
Nov. 23, 1928, daughter of Lloyd J.
and Mary J. Woodward Peters, died
Apr. 28. Preceding her in death were
her husband, Donald E. Peters; 2
brothers; 2 sisters; and a grandson.
Surviving are 4 children, Walter,
Dorothy Hosier, Patricia Bailor, and
Donna Small; 10 grandchildren; 4
great-grandchildren; a brother, Abe
Burd; and a sister, Martha Landis.

Maxine was a member of the Cedar
Grove Church, Pa. The funeral was
held at Rex Funeral Home with Rev.
Kenneth Letner and Rev. M. Eugene
Heidler officiating. Interment was in
Union Cemetery.
Shaeffer: Beula Bergey Shaeffer, born Nov. 11, 1924, died May 1.
Surviving are three sons, William
A., Brian E., and Philip S.; a grandson; two brothers, Walton and
Franklin Bergey; and two sisters,
Naomi Walter and Rhoda Nissley.
Beula had tutored missionary children in Zambia and Zimbabwe. She
was a retired counselor from the
Harrisburg (Pa.) School District; a
water safety instructor for the American Red Cross; a board member of
Promise Place Prison Ministries, and
a member of Kabob Hiking Club;
Keystone Trails Assoc., Sierra Club
of Pa., Pennsylvania Wildlife Federation, National Audubon Society,
and Harrisburg Brethren in Christ
Church. A memorial service was
held at the church with Rev. Glenn
Dalton Jr. officiating.
Somers: Charles A. Somers,
born Sept. 21, 1915, in Crisfield.
Md., died Apr. 17. Surviving are his
wife, Cora; a daughter, Carol L.

Asten; and two grandchildren.
Charles retired after 20 years as a
sandblaster at Martin Marietta Co.
(Md.). He was a World War II Army
veteran, a member of the American
Legion, and a member of the Pleasant View congregation, Pa. The
funeral was held at Burg Funeral
Home with Rev. Marvin R. Keller
officiating. Interment was in Holly
Hill Memorial Gardens.
Winger: Hilda Sybilla Winger,
born Jan. 9, 1902, daughter of Jacob
and Louisa Lint Nablo, died May
13. Preceding her in death were her
husband, Lloyd Winger; three brothers; and three sisters. Surviving are a
daughter, Sylvia Winger; a sister,
Orpha Strome; a sister-in-law, Faith
Nablo; and nieces and nephews.
Hilda was well-known as a soloist,
pianist, choir director, and music
teacher throughout the Haldimand
County area, Ont. Active in her
church for many years, she recently
became a member of the Springvale
Brethren in Christ Church, Ont. The
funeral was held at Hyde and Mott
Chapel with Rev. Richard Silvestro,
Rev. Victor Fiddes, and Rev.
Michael Caswell officiating. Interment was in Greenwood Cemetery.
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Brethren in Christ students
make Dean's List

Dean's List honors went to 425 students this spring. To be eligible, full-time
status and a grade point average of at
least 3.6 on a 4.0 scale are required. The
following are the Brethren in Christ students who made the Dean's List for the
spring semester.
Linda E. Bert, junior, engineering,
Upland, Calif.
Jacqueline S. Carr, junior, elementary
education, Middletown, Pa.
Rebecca L. Ebersole, senior, English,
Akron, Pa.
Amy B. Garman, senior, family studies, East Petersburg, Pa.
Richard A. Gensler, junior, engineering, Dillsburg, Pa.
Bradley L. Glenn, sophomore, biology/pre-med, Dillsburg, Pa.
Debra K. Guyer, junior, elementary
education, Oakland Mills, Pa.
Meg L. Hartman, junior, elementary
education, New Holland, Pa.
Angela Faithe Heise, senior, mathematics, Harrisburg, Pa.
Virginia L. Heisey, junior, history,
Orrstown, Pa.
Brooke Y. Hoffman, sophomore, elementary education, Elizabeth town. Pa.

Erin A. Hoffman, senior, elementary
education, Elizabethtown, Pa.
Stephen L. Hoke, junior, English,
Chambersburg, Pa.
Brenda R. Horst, senior, mathematics,
Manheim, Pa.
Carolyn B. Johns, junior, accounting,
Nappanee, Ind.
Paul A. Johns, senior, family studies,
Nappanee, Ind.
Steven R. Jungkeit, senior, humanities/history, Middletown, Ohio
Bonita T. Keener, senior, family studies, Dillsburg, Pa.
Matthew M. Martin, junior, accounting, Grantham, Pa.
Douglas M. Oberholser, senior, psychology, Mechanicsburg, Pa.
Ninita E. Peachey, junior, elementary
education, Warfordsburg, Pa.
Emily S. Saba, sophomore, mathematics, Springfield, Ohio
V i c k i e E. M i l l e r S h a f e r , s e n i o r ,
English, Carlisle, Pa.
Rhonda K. Shelly, senior, elementary
education, Mechanicsburg, Pa.
Alexander J. Sider, senior, religion/
philosophy, Grantham, Pa.
Michael A. Smith, senior, sociology,
Mechanicsburg, Pa.
Dwayne A. Sollenberger, junior, Bible,
Manheim, Pa.
Gregory C. Starr, sophomore, Christian ministries, Manheim, Pa.
Melanie B. Starr, senior, mathematics, Manheim, Pa.
Brian G. Wigg, junior, mathematics,
Kitchener, Ontario, Canada
Jason P. Williams, sophomore, busi-

ness administration, Big Cove Tannery,
Pa.
Wendell S. Witter, senior, engineering, Waynesboro, Pa.
Marcus J. Yeatts, sophomore, elementary education, Mechanicsburg, Pa.
Stephanie F. Yoder, junior, music
education, St. Thomas, Pa.

Upland alums to revisit the past
The first school wide reunion of Upland
College alumni, faculty, and staff will take
place on the former college's campus,
making the June 26-27, 1996, homecoming a particularly poignant one. Reunion
plans to commemorate the founding of the
school in 1920 were already underway
when the church's Pacific Conference
bought six acres of the campus and most
of its buildings in June 1994, finally
returning ownership to the denomination.
Former college leaders and alumni
will participate in the reunion programming. Ernest Boyer, former academic
dean, is the featured speaker for the convocation. Royce Saltzman, executive
director emeritus of the Oregon Bach
Festival, will direct the musical program
on Thursday evening, assisted by former
dean William Haldeman. Three past presidents of the college—Arthur Climenhaga, John Martin, and Daniel Chamberlain—also have leading roles in the
homecoming festivities.
Over 200 households are already planning to attend. The steering committee
has identified almost 700 names of people associated with Upland College and is
still working to find missing names and
addresses. If you are interested in attending but have not been contacted, write to
Eloise Engle, 896 West Arrow Highway,
U p l a n d , CA 9 1 7 8 6 . C o n t r i b u t i o n s
towards reunion expenses can be mailed
to Ray Musser, 404 N. Second Ave., Ste.
B, Upland, CA 91786.

Accounting program excells
Ron Webb, chair of the Department
of Management and Business, got a call
from the chair of the accounting department at West Chester State recently.
"Who are you, anyway?" he asked. "This
school named Messiah keeps popping up
at the top of my list." Apparently he had
been tracking Pennsylvania college student success rates on the CPA exam over
the last five years. Messiah's graduating

Messiah College seniors take their
last walk as college students during
commencement exercises in May.
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seniors consistently ranked second out of
58 schools in the percentage of parts of
the exam passed on the first take.
Ron is pleased, but he isn't surprised.
"The statistic we have kept pretty regularly is the percentage of our grads who
pass all four sections of the exam the first
time. Over the past ten years, 25 percent
of our students have passed the entire
exam, which is more than double the
national average of 10-12 percent."
Messiah's five-year pass rate on individual sections of the CPA exam was
40.5 percent. The only college that performed better was the University of Pennsylvania's Wharton School of Business
(55.2 percent). West Chester University
ranked third at 30.7 percent.
According to Dr. Webb, these scores
reflect abilities that translate into real success. "Last summer, three of our seniors
participated in an externship program
with Arthur Andersen—the largest CPA
firm in the world—and all of them were
offered jobs before they even started their
senior year."
The word is getting out, because recruiters from a variety of firms are showing up at Messiah's doorstep. They are
particularly impressed with the writing
program developed by professors Jim
Krimmel and Tom Chilcote. All accounting majors graduate with a portfolio of
twelve writing samples. Accounting
major Mike Danubio '95, now employed
by Deloite Touche, said, "When I brought
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up the portfolio, it grabbed the recruiter's
attention because it is so unique and relevant." Arthur Anderson's recruiter said,
"I consider Messiah's accounting program to be a model among the 25 Pennsylvania schools I cover." In fact, the
company's head office has requested a
copy of the materials developed by Jim
and Tom. And alumni are reporting back
to the department that they were far ahead
of other recruits when it came to the writing component of the company's training.

publicly to the list itself, or privately just
to the person who asked the question.
To get the listserv processor to do
things for you, you must send requests
directly to it (and not to BIC-L, which is
for messages related to the ongoing discussion of the Brethren in Christ). So
by Rick Dent
there are two internet addresses you need
Messiah College is pleased to host a to know:
LISTSERV@mail.messiah.edu (this
listserv-style discussion list called BICis the address of the listserv);
L. It is intended for those who are interBIC-L@mail.messiah.edu (this is the
ested in the discussion of issues that are
address of the BIC-L list).
important to the Brethren in Christ.
To
get subscribed to the list, send a
For those of you who are not familiar
with listserv lists, they are a way that a message to:
LISTSERV @ mail.messiah.edu
group of people with a common interest
can engage in conversation with each and in the body of the message, just put
other via electronic mail. When you send the single line request:
a message to the list (B1C-L in this case)
subscribe BIC-L YourFirstName
the listserv processor sends it back out to
YourLastName
everyone. So, someone might send a substituting your "real" name. So I would
question to the list, allowing others on subscribe to the list by sending the folthe list to respond. Responses can be sent lowing message to:

Messiah College
hosts computer
service for the
Brethren in
Christ Church
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Convention

The 127th annual convention of the Christian Holiness Association convened April
18-20, 1995, in Portland, Oregon. "Holiness—the Fountainhead of Christian Living"
was the theme.
The plenary sessions featured a variety of speakers including John Oswalt and
Thomas Oden. Dean Wilder was the convention music director and soloist. Choirs from
George Fox College, Warner Pacific College, and Seattle Pacific University ministered
during the sessions. Seven seminars focused on compassion ministries, evangelism, biblical studies, women in the camp meetings, and communication.
CHA is looking to the future. The Futurist Committee presented a summary of a survey completed by leaders and pastors of the various denominations that are part of the
association. The message of biblical holiness was affirmed, but there was a call to help
pastors present it in a manner that communicates with our changing world.
One response is a new format for the television ministry. The program "Aflame" has
been primarily a preaching ministry appealing mostly to believers. The new program
will be presentations, testimony and discussion. Consideration is being given to producing the program for use in discipleship classes.
Eleven Brethren in Christ attended. Nine shared a fellowship breakfast. John A.
Byers, president of CHA, spoke at the Wednesday luncheon.
The 1996 convention meets in Indianapolis, Ind., on April 23-25. Bramswell Tillsley, retired General of the Salvation army, will be the keynote speaker.

Last fall, Arthur Andersen also invited
Messiah to be one of 49 schools nationwide to participate in its live national teleconference which was broadcast by satellite. Messiah was one of only two Christian colleges to be included; most of the
other participating schools were large
universities. "Our recruiter told us we had
one of the largest turnouts in the state,
even though we have one of the smallest
programs," said Jim. "This speaks well of
the enthusiasm of our majors."
•

listserv@mail.messiah.edu:
subscribe BIC-L Rick Dent
When you want to send a message to
the list, you should send it to:
BIC-L@mail.messiah.edu
If you use one of the public services
(like CompuServe, America Online,
Prodigy, etc.) for electronic mail, you
can still access BIC-L. Most mail services have a way to send mail to, and
receive mail from internet addresses.
You just need to find out how to do that
using your service provider.
Thanks for your participation. If you
need more help or have any questions,
you can feel free to contact me directly.
Richard Dent
Director of Computing Services
Messiah College
Grantham PA 17027
Phone: 717-691-6014
Internet: dent@mcis.messiah.edu
FAX: 717-691-6002
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Aliens in peace churches:
Vietnam veterans
by William N. Kyle
"The alien living with you must be treated as one of your native-born, love him as
yourself, for you were aliens in Egypt, I am
the Lord your God. " (Leviticus
19:34)

Recently the pastor of the Brethren in
Christ congregation I attend gave me an
article f r o m the Winter ' 9 5 issue of
SHALOM!, a quarterly newsletter in the
Brethren in Christ Church. The article was
written by Susan Schwartz, a "closet"
Vietnam veteran (as she refers to herself).
In her article she referred to the many
questions, feelings, and concerns that I
have heard voiced by other Vietnam vets,
including myself.
Susan referred to an article written by
Dennis Boyer, which appeared in the
July/August '94 insert to the MCC Peace
Office Newsletter. Dennis, another Vietnam vet, wrote that peace-seeking veterans are kept from full participation in the
peace and justice efforts of the church due
to certain attitudes of the church toward
vets. Some of the members of the peace
churches have problems accepting veterans, especially Vietnam combat veterans.
I would like to believe these problems
are the result of the fear of the unknown.
The simple fact is those who were raised
totally in a peace church, (we could call
them "the native-born"), have little or no
knowledge of the veteran's ("the alien's")
relationship to God, or how the combat
veteran handles his past experiences in
his walk with God.
One thing needs to be noted. Combat
vets often have a closer walk with God
than many people in the peace churches
can understand. In combat zones, at any
given second, the soldier can be killed
and end up standing before God in judgment. Let's face a known truth; someone
in combat has a much greater chance to
come before God than brethren who are
not in combat situations. Psalm 23:4—
"Even though I walk through the valley of
the shadow of death, I will fear no evil,
for you are with me; your rod and your
staff, they comfort me"—takes on a very
special meaning to someone in a war
zone. Knowing that you can be physically dead in a split second makes you very
aware of your belief and relationship to
God.
My unit in Vietnam was situated such
26
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that we were not close to the front line, we
were the front line. We were the first line
of defense on the beach at Chu Lai. Due
to this placement, we were not allowed to
have a chaplain (a noncombatant) stationed with us. We were very aware of the
possibility of our chances of death in a
split second. We started a Bible study
group and later my fellow combat personnel voted for me to become the spiritual leader for our unit. This was mostly
due to the fact I was in a strange situation:
I had accepted the Lord as my Savior at a
revival altar call after I had already joined
the Marines. I often told my fellow
Marines that I put my full trust in God to
do with me as he willed. I know in my
own heart the only reason I survived Vietnam is because of God's grace—he had a
purpose for me. God has something he
wants me to do; some service he wants
me to perform.
There are many combat vets who also
know the reason they are still alive is
because God wanted it that way. They too
have a purpose or service which God
wants them to do. We are here because
God has a purpose for all of us, vets and
non-vets alike. This is pointed out in
Proverbs 19:21: "Many are the plans in a
man's heart, but it is the Lord's purpose
that prevails."
When I think of Vietnam, Ecclesiastes
3:1-8 applies very well to the combat vet,
especially "a time for war and a time for
peace." The combat vet had his time for
war. This was made worse for the Vietnam vet due to how unpopular the war
was. Vietnam vets fought the war on two
fronts; one in Vietnam and the other here
in the United States.
The Vietnam War is over, now the vet
wants his time for peace. The only problem is the way the combat vet is viewed
by the people in the peace churches.
Many vets have accepted the Lord, but
they are uncomfortable in the church.
They can't understand why God can forgive them, but the people—their fellow
Christians—can't forgive them.
Don't take it wrong; I know there are
people who have accepted the combat vet,
but very few it seems. I also understand it
has a lot to do with the size of the congregation. In the larger churches, the vet
has a chance to have his time for peace.
The smaller churches, those that get
maybe 50 people in church on a good day,
is where most of these problems take
place.

Unfortunately, I have personal experience in this. I used to teach the adult Sunday school in the small church I attend. In
my teachings I would once in a while use
my own testimony and experiences from
Vietnam and my time in the military to
emphasize a point in the lesson. Like
other combat vets, I have many experiences to draw from. The way things had
happened to me and others made it very
obvious that things worked out the way
they did only by divine intervention. I was
asked not to use my personal experiences
in teaching God's Word—experiences
which proved to me and others that God
was watching over us. Later I found
myself not being allowed to teach.
This is a problem which has happened
to many Vietnam veterans I know. I have
a ministry to work and help Vietnam vets
return to the family of God. The attitudes
of many people in the church make this
difficult. We want our time of peace, to be
allowed to serve God and help promote
peace. We want to be part of God's family, past experiences notwithstanding.
In John 18:10-11, Simon Peter pulled
his sword and cut off the ear of a servant
to the high priest. Instead of being ostracized by Jesus, thrown out of the discipleship because he used the sword, Jesus
simply commanded Peter to "put your
sword away."
Combat vets who have accepted Jesus
as their Savior have put away their
swords. They want to be actively involved
in the church family. They are brethren,
even though they are from outside of the
peace churches. They are "the alien,"
those who were not raised in a peace
church.
Taking time to understand the Vietnam vet, and what he has been through, is
what the people in the church need to try
to do. They need to try to understand the
vet wants his time of peace; his time to
serve the Lord, who by divine grace
helped the vet live through war.
I serve the Lord by trying to bring the
Vietnam vet back into the family of God.
I feel the Lord now wants me to use my
experiences and understanding not only to
help the vet accept the church, but to help
the church—the family of God—accept
the Vietnam vet. After all, Jesus speaks in
Luke 15:11-31 of the parable of the Lost
Son, a parable which applies very well to
the acceptance of the veteran back into
the church family.
I realize this is not an easy task, espeEvangelical
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cially to those who are "native-born,"
raised in a peace church. It has only been
in recent history that the Brethren in
Christ changed their practice to accept
veterans into the church. Changing practices is one thing, but changing the attitudes of the people requires more work
and is a much harder process.
This is a problem which needs to be
addressed. Those of us who served in war
can serve peace; we know first-hand what
war is like. Those vets who have accepted Christ understand the meaning of Ephesians 2:19: "Consequently, you are no
longer foreigners and aliens, but fellow
citizens with God's people and members
of God's household." It would be nice if
"God's household" could accept the veteran with Christian love and fellowship.
It is only this a c c e p t a n c e through
which the church will prosper and grow.
There are many Vietnam veterans out
there who need to be nurtured on God's
Word. They are lost and wounded souls
which need recovery through Jesus Christ
and the church. They need to be shown
that to "love your neighbor as yourself' is
more than just words: it is one of God's
greatest commandments which " G o d ' s
household" should and can obey.
William Kyle owns and operates a drafting
and design service in Blairs Mills, Pa.

Reflection: How do we respond
to McNamara's confession on
the Vietnam War?
by Earl Martin
What are we as Christians to make of
Robert McNamara's confession that U.S.
actions in the Vietnam War were "wrong,
terribly wrong"? A primary architect of
that war policy, this former defense secretary now has written a book, In Retrospect: The Tragedy and Lessons of Viet-

Contributions invited for

Dialogue and Readers Respond

Persons contributing to Readers Respond
(letters to the editor) are encouraged to be concise. Letters may be shortened. All letters must
be signed. Occasionally we may decide to
withhold names due to special circumstances.
Longer contributions are welcomed for
Dialogue, a forum for readers to express their
opinions on a broad range of topics relevant to
the mission of the church and to living the
Christian life.
Each article or letter represents the view
of the writer, and does not necessarily reflect
the official position or policy of the Brethren in
Christ Church or this periodical.
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nam (New York, 1995), which admits that
U.S. policy was based on mistaken understandings of history and the nature of the
conflict in Vietnam. McNamara says U.S.
o f f i c i a l s shaped U.S. war policy for
Indochina in the early 1960s even though
the region was unknown territory.
I lived in Vietnam for five years during
the war, assisting refugees. Daily I saw
the bombers, nightly I heard the howitzers
that blasted the wrath of that "terribly
wrong" policy across Vietnam. From
those memories, I responded to excerpts
of McNamara's book with a mix of cheers
and tears.
What, then, are some thoughts from a
church perspective?
1. Shall we say to Robert McNamara,
"Why did you not listen to the prophets?"
Already in the early 1960s people with
experience in Indochina were pointing out
that the Vietnam conflict was not primarily about international communism, but
about Ho Chi Minh's vision for national
independence. But let's face it: confessions are always difficult. McNamara
deserves respect for acknowledging he
was responsible for many errors in interpretation and judgment.
Indeed, M c N a m a r a ' s admissions
prompt me as a Christian peace worker to
search my own soul. In my anger at the
war's destruction and in opening myself
to "love the enemy" in Vietnam, did I slip
into making White House or Pentagon
officials my new enemy? Am I as open to
questioning my own actions and premises as McNamara has been?
2. Let us speak truth, as we understand
it, in love. During the war, a number of us
f r o m the churches went to the White
House or the halls of Congress to raise
the cry for peace. I remember, for example, telling of my friend's year-old son
who was burned to death by a U.S. Navy
phosphorus flare that crashed through
their tile roof as they were sleeping in our
central Vietnam town of Quang Ngai. But
not all church people agreed with this
approach. Sometimes fellow Christians
would question whether it was appropriate for us to be "criticizing the Godordained officials."
What McNamara's writings reveal is
that U.S. policy was shaped in gross ignorance of the realities of ordinary Vietnamese. The church has a strong biblical
mandate to raise a voice for the defenseless and voiceless. When we become
friends of the victims of violence, we
must tell their stories to those in seats of
power. Forming humane public policy
calls for more thoughtful, honest participation from ordinary Christians, not less.

3. Christian loyalties must transcend
national lines. M c N a m a r a says what
anguished him most was "the recognition
of the errors we made, that the course we
were on was not going to achieve our
objective." Yet he never seems to question the basic objective.
Further, one of McNamara's measures
for whether the United States was winning the war was the infamous "body
count," a calculation of how many "enemies" were killed for each "friendly"
casualty. Even today, while acknowledging the United States followed the wrong
strategy, McNamara justifies such counts.
He says, "Things you can count, you
ought to count.... We tried to use body
counts as a measurement to help us figure
out what we should be doing in Vietnam
to win the war while putting our troops at
least risk."
The "body count" practice, I believe,
contributed to the taking of innocent lives.
A plane dropped napalm onto the village
of our closest co-worker in Vietnam, incinerating her mother in the inferno. Such
deaths, we learned, were often figured
into the daily body count. A humane and
Christian ethic that transcends national
boundaries must grieve equally for the
death of the enemy as for the friend.
4. Let us make amends, where possible, for past wrongs. If it was "wrong, terribly wrong" for the United States to wage
war in Indochina, let us now—even at this
late date—seek to redress some of those
wrongs. Of course, there is no righting
the awful consequences of defoliated forests, the thousands of survivors living today maimed in body or spirit, the 58,000
Americans and 3 million Vietnamese
slain. Yet we can make powerful steps to
"do those things that make for peace."
U.S. government aid could address the
war's still unfinished business. For example, the United States dropped millions
of tons of bombs, large and small, on
Vietnam and Laos. Hundreds of rural folk
continue to be killed each year from unexploded duds.
Today, the Mennonite Central Committee, with Britain's humanitarian Mines
Advisory Group, makes some progress in
the tedious and dangerous task of removing these lethal munitions from the soil.
But the task cannot be completed by
small, private agencies. The United States
and other governments will need to contribute resources to this and other tasks if
the terrible wrongs of the Indochina war
are to be amended.
Mr. McNamara's confessions, though
partial, are important. If we can now agree
that premises of that war were "wrong,
27

terribly wrong," then the fruits of confessions must be the work of peace.
Earl Martin worked with MCC in Vietnam
from 1966 to '69 and 1973 to '75. He currently has responsibilities for MCC communications and alumni concerns.

Reflections on WWII
by John K. Stoner
This 50th anniversary year of the end
of World War II, the bombing of Hiroshima and Nagasaki, and the founding of the
United Nations challenges us to interpret
our past and consider our future. News
articles commemorating World War II in
today's local newspaper prompted these
reflections, which I would like to share
with the Visitor readers who have joined
our peace church community.
The sacrifice of World War II veterans
should not be treated lightly or passed
over as insignificant. But it will not be

honored in right perspective unless it is
placed alongside the sacrifice of two other
large but mostly ignored groups in history: those who suffered death, injury, or
bereavement as innocent victims of war,
and those who suffered because they
spoke for nonviolence, forgiveness, justice, and reconciliation in place of war.
It is understandable that a U.S. WWII
veteran says "God bless Harry Truman.
He saved our butts as well as those men in
the Pacific when they dropped the bomb."
It is understandable, but it does not cover
all the territory. It does not answer the
question which remains, not only about
the past, but even more urgently about
the future: How many innocent people
are we permitted to kill in pursuit of security against someone's prediction that we
might be killed?
What about World War II? "Hitler" is
a code word for a population that is willing to go to war for its tinhorn leader who
tell them to do so. Is that the kind of pop-
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ulations the world needs for the 21 st century?
But the issue must be taken a step further. It is not only a question of who tells
the population to go to war, it is a question
of whether anyone may do that. Jesus said
that no one may do that. Killing people is
not permitted behavior. But if we reject
what Jesus said on the matter, we are left
with the question not of whether we will
follow into homicide and war, but whom
we will follow into homicide and war.
And it seems there is always more than
one voice giving the call, telling us to prepare and to follow.
The memory of the mothers' sons who
died in World War II is not best honored
by assuring today's Fuhrers, Presidents
and Premiers that our sons will go to war
at their command. Something quite different is needed, and there is hope in the
fact that most of us know, in our heart of
hearts, what that difference is.
John Stoner lives in Akron, Pa.
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Does our speech matter?
These days considerable discussion is occurring about whether
strong antigovernment rhetoric contributes to violence in society.
This issue has been especially active since the Oklahoma City
bombing. It's part of the larger question: what is the effect of public expression of anger upon the behavior of others.
This is an issue which challenges us all. Each of us has certain
concerns about which we feel deeply. We feel grieved when our
concern is ignored or rejected by society, or the courts, or the legislature, or the church, or our neighbor. That disappointment
may be so great as to evolve into anger.
Such feelings affect everyone sometime. The way we express
ourselves when under the duress of frustration and anger influences the situation around us. The extent of that influence
depends upon the width of public interest in the issue, and the
degree of publicity gained by the expression.
It's curious to hear and read some persons who claim that
antigovernment expressions on talk shows, in the printed media,
and in daily conversation do not contribute to the performance of
violent acts such as Oklahoma City. It's especially curious to see
such denials coming from quarters which tend to insist that pornographic portrayal of sexuality encourages irresponsible and licentious sexual behavior.
The business world knows that what people see and hear
affects what they think and will eventually do (i.e., what they purchase). We Christians understand that exposure to lewd portrayal of sex tends to numb an individual's conscience and to pave the
way for unwholesome sexual thoughts and, eventually, acts. It
should be clear to us that a similar process occurs in response to
bellicose rhetoric, whether it be serious or careless.
"I could have killed him," we carelessly say in expressing
frustration at the deeds of another person. Or "I could kill

myself." Do we really believe that such expressions have zero
effect on the thinking of our hearers? Or on our own thinking?
Similarly, in the more public arena, when government officials
are characterized as "thugs," or when the President is reminded
he better have good bodyguards if he comes to a certain state, do
we really think that such expressions do not impact the thinking
and, eventually, the actions of some persons?
We need to remember that society includes persons who have
susceptibilities to antisocial behavior. We do well to be careful
that our conversation does not add unwholesome or triggering
factors to the social climate. Important as this is for all in personal
interactions, it's exceedingly important for communications in
public arenas and the media.
Colossians 3:8 admonishes us to rid ourselves of filthy language. The same verse calls us to deal similarly with anger, rage,
malice and slander—we are to rid ourselves of them. The following verses describe the virtues and wholesome communication which should characterize us. This quality of communication
is God's standard. The fact that many fall short of it reveals their
need for the changing work of Jesus Christ. The Bible teaches that
one's speech (or writing, or drawing) reveals what's in one's
heart.
We all do well to learn the art of communicating constructively in situations of conflict. Some things do matter. Some
issues are important enough to deserve clear and candid discussion, including expression of differences. When emotions are
strong, communication is jeopardized. Nothing, however, justifies
communication—careless or intentional—which adds violent
stimuli to a society already far too violent.

Samuel M. Brubaker is a physician living in Arcanum,
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Quesims
Dear Paul,
A long time ago in a place far, far away, a friend of mine (an unlike your comment to the Romans about the requirement of
ex-girlfriend) once claimed that I lived in my own separate real- the law being written on the hearts of the Gentiles. From there,
ity. I think she meant it to be an insult. But after an agglomerahe argues that an external standard is required to evaluate varition of scenes from Don Quixote, Monty Python skits, and Bea- ous moral beliefs and that this external standard must come
tles' movies passed through my mind, my response was, "Of
from a transcendent "somebody or something from beyond the
course I do. Doesn't everyone?" I guess you had to be there.
material universe." Having set this base, Lewis goes on to discuss more specific Christian beliefs and Christian behaviours (I
Anyway, my point was—and still is—that everyone truly
mean behaviors) in the remainder of the book. Let me know if
does live in his or her own reality because everyone interprets
you want to borrow it—it's one of my favorite books.
things differently. This is where people usually accuse me of
being a solipsist or an existentialist of sorts, given this emphasis
As to being an existentialist, even a theistic existentialist, I
on individuality. (I'm not, of course, although I do have a cermust claim innocence. There's way too much subjectivity in
tain fondness for Camus and Kierkegaard. I'm just fascinated
that view. To borrow from that textbook again, the existentialby the absurdities of life.) Let me explain what I'm thinking and ists say that "the data [of whether God exists] is not all in and
get your input.
never will be, and so every person who would be a theist must
step forward and choose to believe. God will never reveal himMy argument essentially hinges on my understanding of
self unambiguously. Consequently each person, in the lonelisomething called a "world view." My definition is taken from
ness of his or her own subjectivity, surrounded by a great deal
an old college textbook: "A world view is a set of presupposimore darkness than light, must choose." Ha! If God doesn't
tions (assumptions which may be true, partially true or entirely
false) which we hold (consciously or subclearly reveal himself, you and I, my famconsciously, consistently or inconsistently)
ily, and half my friends should all be put
about the basic make-up of our world."
away.
In case you're wondering
The author suggests that a person's world
I can see why my friend made that
why
I
bother
with
things
view is largely defined by his or her
comment, although I still don't know if I
like this... I think it's
answers to the following questions: What
agree with her. Sure, my life may be a litis the prime reality; what is the nature of
tle unconventional, depending on who
absolutely critical that we
the world around us; what is a human
you compare it to, but I think all my illuas evangelical Christians
being; what happens to a person at death;
sions are elective ones. I do have to admit
why is it possible to know anything at all;
acknowledge that there
that the sentimental side of me identifies
how do we know what is right and wrong;
somewhat with Don Quixote, who is
are other viewpoints out
and what is the meaning of human history?
"fully aware of the true character of his
there...and know what
hallucinations... I will act, says Don
Obviously, everyone has their own
Quixote, as if the world were what I
we believe and why...
world view, whether they develop it themwould have it be, as if the ideal were the
selves or simply inherit it from their
real" (from the introduction to Samuel
friends or family, through which they
Putnam's translation). That seems to be significantly different
interpret life. I maintain that a person's world view forms an
than
being truly deceived. I feel somewhat vindicated by Meroperational reality, a reality that for all practical purposes
(which is to say that it controls how one thinks and acts) is very imee, however, who once exclaimed, "Pity the man who has
not had some of Don Quixote's ideas!"
real to that person, no matter how "off the wall" it may be. In
fact, the solipsist would say that an individual can know nothing
Hopefully, you know where I'm coming from and 1 haven't
outside of his or her own experiences—nothing is real but the
caused you grief with all my talk of subjectivity and illusion.
self. But I hope you catch the distinction between that and what Know that I remain your faithful and well-grounded son in the
I'm saying. If not, let me know and I'll be glad to explain it fur- faith. In case you're wondering why I bother with things like
ther.
this, I have two reasons. The main reason is that I think it's
absolutely critical that we as evangelical Christians acknowlMy idea of an individually perceived reality is nothing new.
edge that there are other viewpoints out there. And secondly, I
"What was the sense in saying that the enemy were in the
think it's fairly important to know what we believe and why,
wrong unless Right is a real thing which the Nazis at bottom
knew as well as we did and ought to have practiced? If they had although I'll leave the apologetics to you. You know, with all
no notion of what we mean by right, then, though we might still the tangents I end up on, I may be talking politics with you by
have had to fight them, we could no more have blamed them for the end of the year. But I suppose that our philosophy, lifestyle,
outreach, and political views should all ideally come together in
that than for the colour of their hair." That's from C.S. Lewis's
the image of Christ.
Mere Christianity. Let me give you some context: Lewis starts
the book by talking about a sense of right and wrong that everyGrace and peace be yours,
one (well, excluding psychopaths) intuitively recognizes, not
Onesimus
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Anticipating
the future
by John Arthur Brubaker
Recently I attended a love feast at
the Riverside Brethren in Christ
Church in southern California. The
event began late afternoon with informal conversation and a carry-in meal.
Later the congregation joined in an
intergenerational, nonthreatening
group game enjoyed by young and old
alike. In the evening the brothers and
sisters gathered for a time of building
relationships, sharing faith experiences, and praising God. The love
feast concluded with an observance of
the Lord's Supper. Pastor Kent Byer
reports that at times baptisms have
been a part of their love feast celebrations.
My attendance at the Riverside
love feast triggered a rush of vivid
memories from my childhood. My
faith was nurtured in the Mastersonville congregation in eastern Pennsylvania where love feasts were a highlight of the year. My baptism by Bishop Jacob T. Ginder occurred at such
an occasion. I have somewhat facetiously attributed my enjoyment of
coffee to the aromas that wafted
through the sanctuary floor as we sat
in the worship service while the next
meal was being prepared beneath us
in the church basement.
Older members would recall the
times when the Mastersonville love
feast was a community attraction
which brought hundreds from the
nearby village and countryside to
enjoy the meals prepared by the sis-

250 Growing, Discipling,
Sending Congregations
by A.D. 2000
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ters of the congregation. In fact, on
one occasion a group of soldiers from
a nearby Army camp was traveling by
the church on foot during love feast at
mealtime. The soldiers were invited to
join the congregation for the meal.
Love feast then and now. I was particularly impressed with the Riverside
love feast because it gave contemporary expression to some cherished values which have identified us as a people. I have great respect for the legacy
of faith that has come to us. I trust this
legacy of faith will be enhanced even
as it is contextualized in our generation and passed on to the next.
While we may respect our spiritual
heritage, we live in the present. We
are the church of today. By our corporate actions and reactions, decisions
and discernments, we are determining
the nature of the Brethren in Christ in
our day and in years to come. We are
affirming, or modifying, or abandoning the identifying values of the
Church even as we shape the church
of the future.
The vision statement articulated by
the Leadership Council anticipates
"growing, discipling, sending congregations," 250 of them by the year
2000. In this vision we as a people are
called to aggressive evangelism which
reaches beyond ourselves into new
communities and to neighboring
minority groups. In fulfilling the
vision we will become increasingly
inclusive and diverse.
Aggressive evangelism resulting in
new life and growth will of necessity
call us to diligent discipling. Jesus
called it "teaching them to obey
everything I have commanded you"
(Matt. 28:20). It's part of the Great
Commission.
A transitional group representing the ministries of the
former Board for Brotherhood Concerns and the
Board for Congregational Life identified
certain biblical values
that have set us apart as
a community of believers. Such biblical values
merit our careful attention

in the discipling process. It is noted
that as a people of God we are called:
• to proclaim the Lordship of Christ,
• to live a holy, Spirit-filled life,
• to provide loving, caring and healing
communities,
• to model reconciliation and peacemaking,
• to live simply and freely as Christ's
disciples,
• to give generously and live compassionately, and
• to respond obediently to the Great
Commission.
Our vision statement is a statement
of faith and faithfulness which anticipates the future God has designed for
us. Surely God has a future for our
church. It is our exciting challenge to
discover what it is. It is not for us to
decide among ourselves what we
might want that future to be. Rather it
is for us to be open to the voice and
will of God, so that we discern what
God is calling us to be and to become.
When the young among us see
visions and the elderly in our midst
dream dreams, what are the visions,
what are the dreams; and how will
they be fulfilled? Fulfillment will happen as we are faithful to the Holy
Spirit among us.
Leith Anderson, in A Church for
the 21st Century, writes, "I am convinced that we are at a great transition
point for both the history of the world
and of the church of Jesus Christ. But
I am equally convinced that God is in
charge and will bring all changes
together for good."
May the words of Charles Wesley
become a motto among us:
To serve the present age,
My calling to fulfill,
O may it all my powers engage,
To do my Master's will.

John Arthur
Brubaker is bishop of the
Midwest and Pacific
regional conferences of
the Brethren in Christ
Church.
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"If it's too good to be true../'
Just one year ago, in the July 1994 editorial, we warned
readers of a Ponzi-type scheme of money-making, "Eco
Gifting Systems" (or "Friends Network Gifting Program"),
which was making inroads into the Brethren in Christ
Church. Now we must report on another apparent Ponzi
scheme, although this time most of the victims weren't trying to make money, they
were trying to give it.
A "Ponzi scheme " is an
illegal practice in which
The Foundation for New
initial "investors" are paid
Era Philanthropy, founded in
off using the money of later
1989 and based in Radnor,
participants. The scheme
Pa., solicited funds from
"pyramids " until not
numerous individuals and
enough new money comes
non-profit organizations with
in to pay off previous parthe understanding that conticipants, and the whole
tributions would be matched
system collapses. The name
comes from a New Englanby a group of anonymous
der who made a fortune
donors. According to the
ruining the lives of many
Wall Street Journal of May
other people by putting
24, 1995, "about 150 wealthy
together a chain letter-type
individuals participated in
of financial pyramid.
this matching program, along
with about 180 nonprofit
organizations that also gave money to New Era to double
their own funds." John Bennett Jr., New Era's head, reportedly now admits those anonymous donors do not exist.
Matching fund programs have long been an accepted
fund-raising method. However, unlike other matching programs, donors and organizations were required to place their
funds under New Era's control for six months, after which
they would receive double the amount. Evidently those funds
were used to make promised payouts to previous depositors.
Donors and non-profit groups that participated early in
the scheme found the system working quite well. Their
glowing reports helped more skeptical organizations overcome any initial hesitation. However, on May 15, 1995,
New Era filed for chapter 7 bankruptcy, listing $551 million

Officers of the Brethren in Christ
Leadership Council and the Jacob Engle
Foundation released the following statement regarding the Foundation for New
Era Philanthropy:
The Brethren in Christ Church and its
ministry agencies for which the church
has direct responsibility have had no
involvement with New Era. All monies
contributed to the church for any specific ministry are channeled directly to that
ministry. No funds held for the ministries of the Brethren in Christ have ever
been invested with New Era.
July 1995

in liabilities and $80 million in assets. In addition, New Era
is being investigated by the Securities and Exchange Commission and the Internal Revenue Service.
Philanthropists who placed money with New Era on the
promise that it would match their contributions included
Laurance S. Rockefeller (85-year-old businessman and
brother of David Rockefeller); John M. Templeton (pediatric
surgeon in Philadelphia and son of mutual fund manager
John Templeton); and former U.S. Treasury Secretary
William Simon. Organizations included the University of
Pennsylvania, World Vision, Inter-Varsity Christian Fellowship, Wheaton College, and Chapel of the Air.
Closer to home, Messiah College reported participating
with New Era through a matching grant program called
"NCPF Match," which involved $2 million. To put that
amount in financial perspective, Messiah's president Rodney
Sawatsky noted in a letter to the college "family" that the
"potential loss [to the college] is equivalent to less than 3%
of its endowment."
Last year's July editorial urged anyone fascinated by a
pyramid-type program's promise of quick and easy money
to reflect on Ephesians 4:28: "Let him that stole steal no
more: but rather let him labour, working with his hands the
thing which is good, that he may have to give to him that
needeth" (KJV). Ironically, this year the people who were
fleeced were, in fact, attempting "to give to those in need."
In coming months, boards and treasurers will be trying to
figure out why warning bells didn't go off in regard to New
Era—especially the requirement that funds be put under
New Era's control for six months. Meanwhile, you and I
should do two things: (1) be extremely careful where we
send our contributions—I personally recommend Brethren
in Christ ministries (including Messiah College) and M C C
programs, where we have much more assurance about how
funds are handled—and (2) follow the example of the Leadership Council [see below] in praying "for those ministries
which have been impacted through this tragic situation." G

The Brethren in Christ Church holds
its donors in high regard and treats contributions with integrity and care. We
are grateful for the trust of our congregations and constituency, and the continuing support for the vital ministries
of the Brethren in Christ Church. Your
contributions will continue to be sent to
the point of designated service.
No monies invested or entrusted with
the Jacob Engle Foundation in the loan
fund or trust division were invested in
New Era. A donor directed Jacob Engle
Foundation to make payments to New

Era from his account in the 'Gift Deposit
Plan' [funds held by Jacob Engle for disbursement at the direction of the donor].
Jacob Engle Foundation made those payments in accordance with the provisions
of the 'Gift Deposit Plan.' The Jacob
Engle Foundation is neither an investor
nor a creditor in the New Era episode.
Again, we thank the Brethren in Christ
constituency for your trust. We pledge to
continue guarding the integrity of your
contributions and pray for those ministries which have been impacted through
this tragic situation.
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was Bethel, Vermont, nestled in the vast
expanse of the Green Mountains. It was a hot day, a
perfect day for a walk to enjoy the view of the river and
the surrounding mountains. My trail was the railroad
tracks that seemed to endlessly imitate the direction of the
river.
By the tracks stood an old mill that was being converted
into some kind of work shop. From my vantage point on
the tracks, I could see a sign on one of the windows of the
shop. No doubt it said "NO TRESPASSING," but I had to
check it out, just to be sure.
I was right. But the sign said a lot more than I had
expected. There in black and white on that dusty window
were these words:
HE PLACE

Trespassers Will Be Shot;
Survivors Will Be Shot Again

Without letting on how I felt at that point, I glanced
over my shoulders and scouted the bush and the river
bank for signs of life, particularly property owners who
carried loaded guns. I rapidly came to the conclusion that
I did not belong in that place, that I was only passing
through. I kept moving!

S

OMETIMES

(maybe more than we would like to admit) we

find ourselves preoccupied with the beauty of the world
around us, including those things that may attract our
attention, saying to us, "Come, see what I'm all about."
Often in the midst of the beautiful and the interesting,
there lies the quiet, yet very real, warning of danger. We
need to keep moving!
The Apostle Peter no doubt had this in mind when he
reminded his readers that they were only "aliens and
strangers" here on earth. The Apostle Paul shared this
concern as he prompted the Philippians to remember that
their "citizenship is in heaven."
As we walk where God has placed us, may we walk
enjoying the beauty, avoiding the dangers, seeking our
promised home, and all the while pressing on, heeding
the call that says, "KEEP MOVING!"
Bill Johnston pastors the Cross Roads Memorial Church, Guelph,

Ontario.
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